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Our 38th annual Alternative Christmas Fair will take place “virtually” this year, December 6 through December 20, 
due to COVID-19 concerns. On those days holiday “shoppers” can donate to 30 local, national, and international 
charities. A quick trip to https://ubbcwelcome.org/acf will show you how to give online or by check. You can also use 
the QR code below to access the online shopping center via your mobile device. 
 
Last year, 26 charities shared in more than $43,000 that was given by people in our community. While we miss the 
opportunity to have representatives of our beneficiaries gather in Fellowship Hall to meet and talk with our “shoppers,” 
(we’ll do that again next year) we are excited at being able to offer to our patrons the ease of online giving. And the 
extra “space” we gain by not being in a physical place has allowed us to add four new organizations for 2020. 
 
Here are the organizations to which you may donate: 
 

Center for Alternatives in Community Justice   Hope International Services 
Centre County PAWS      House of Care    

 Centre County Youth Service Bureau    Housing Transitions   
 Centre Helps       Interfaith Human Services  
 Centre LGBTQA Support Network    Jana Marie Foundation  
 CentrePeace       Midstate Literacy Council  
 Centre Region Down Syndrome Society    Out of the Cold    
 Centre Safe PA       Interfaith Power and Light  
 Centre Volunteers in Medicine PA    Prison Society Centre County Chapter 
 Centre Wildlife Care      Park Forest Preschool   
 Church World Service      Save the Children  
 Clearwater Conservancy of Central PA    State College Food Bank  
 Dyslexia Reading Center of Central PA    State College Meals on Wheels  
 Habitat for Humanity of Centre County    Ten Thousand Villages   
 Heifer International      Tides Program 

 
Make the season merrier by supporting the good work of these charities!  

See you at TheAlternative Christmas Fair! 

 
Join us for the 38th Annual 

Alternative Christmas Fair 

December 6 – 20, 2020 
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Thanksgiving 2020 was different for all of us, AND the Advent-Christmas season will also be different this year.  Let 
me count the ways it will be different here at UBBC…the Alternative Christmas Fair will be virtual, no Children’s play 
and Christmas brunch, no Christmas caroling, no 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service, and  a 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service by 
Zoom!  Christmas Eve will feel different without the children bringing the nativity figures forward to assemble the 
creche.  And we won’t be lighting candles together as we sing “Silent Night” at the close of the service.  One wonders 
how we’ll even get through the season without these treasured traditions?  
 
Yes, the season will be different.  This year we will be taking another route to Bethlehem.  Along the way visions of 
hope, love, joy, and peace will lead us to the place where Christ was born.  Each week in worship we will light Advent 
candles.  You are invited to do that home and I will be lighting the candles in the Advent wreath in the sanctuary. I’ll be 
preaching from the sanctuary throughout Advent and will also zoom from the sanctuary for the Christmas Eve Service. 
 
My Advent sermon series is inspired by the words of a poem written by a Jew 
hiding from the Nazis in Cologne, Germany.  They were found scrawled on a cellar 
wall. 

I believe in the sun, even when it is not shining 
And I believe in love, even when there’s no one there 
And I believe in God, even when [God] is silent. 

 
Each week I will highlight one of the “I believe” statements in the poem. 
November 29 I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow 
December 6 I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship 
December 13 I Believe in God: Ode to Joy, and though it’s not from the poem, 
December 20 I Believe in Light: Illuminating Peace 
 
In a recent email from Sylvia Neely I received another statement to add to this 
list.  She was inspired by this picture of the UBBC sanctuary.  
 
"And I believe in the church, even when it is empty." 

I was asked what it felt like to preach to an empty sanctuary.  My reply, “It was okay.  I could feel the energy of the 
congregation through my phone…that people were excited to see me there.” 
 
Yes, we will take a different route to Bethlehem this year.  We will Zoom our way there for worship!  We will light the 
candles of hope, love, joy, and peace in the safety of our homes.  And we will feel the love of our congregation all 
along the way, even when our beautifully decorated sanctuary is empty. 
 
May your Advent journey be blessed! 
 

Bonnie 
 

In Our Church Family 
We celebrate the birth of baby James Sollenberger, born November 21, 2020.  Parents Sandy and David and big 
sisters, Laura and Ellie are excited to welcome James into the family. If you would like to drop off a dinner or a 
healthy snack, please click on the following link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f48ada62aab9-meals1 
 

Pastor’s Page 
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December Adult Forum Schedule 
 

• 6th:  Alternative Christmas Fair Panel Discussion - Join us for conversations with 
leaders from four local non-profit organizations.  We’ll hear about changes and 
challenges that these non-profits are navigating during COVID-19.  Joining us on the 
panel are; Anne Ard (Centre Safe), Morgan Wasikonis (Housing Transitions), Curt 
Knouse (Interfaith Human Service), and Sharon Ambrose (State College Meals On 
Wheels) 

• 13th: Cathy Brown, Executive Director of Centre Peace, Community Conferencing 
• 20th:  TBA 
• 27th: Christmas Holiday (No Adult Forum) 

Christmas Family  
Film Festival 

 
Each week during Advent we’ll share a movie that 
reflects the theme for the week.  Maybe you know 
some other films that families may enjoy during the 
Advent season.  You can share your ideas with Karen 
Moser at karen@ubbcwelcome.org or on our 
Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/998041883547336. 
 
Here’s the line-up. 
Week 1 – Hope – A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Week 2 – Love – How the Grinch Stole Christmas! 
Week 3 – Joy – Frosty the Snowman 
Week 4 – Peace – The Muppet Christmas Carol 
Week 5 – Believe – The Polar Express 

Advent Wreath Lighting at Home 
We’re everyone to light your Advent wreath each Sunday during worship.  In the past we’ve gathered to 
make wreaths.  This year we’re inviting you to make an Advent wreath for your home and have it ready for 
the First Sunday in Advent on November 29th.  This is a great time to tap into your creativity and possibly 
make a non-traditional Advent wreath.  If you’re looking for ideas, search “DIY Advent Wreaths”.  We’d 
love to see what you’ve made so share a picture on our Facebook page here 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/998041883547336.   
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Out of the Cold 
December 4 to 18 

Facility Update 
 
The Facility Study Committee is waiting for APArchitect’s final design review.  These designs will include concepts 
to increase welcoming and accessibility in the; kitchen, Fellowship Hall, shower in first floor restroom, narthex 
restroom & new lift, and sanctuary.   
 
The FSC has decided to continue exploring options for an elevator that would access all three floors of the UBBC 
building.  Members of the FSC are met with Alan Popovich on November 24th to discuss getting a quote for an 
elevator design.  We hope to bring this quote to Coordinating Council in December. 
 
After all the designs have been reviewed, the Facility Study Committee will present our report to the Coordinating 
Council and Capital Campaign Committee.  Then a Special Business Meeting will be held to get congregational 
feedback, discuss recommendations, and to decide next steps. 
 
Submitted by – Karen Moser, Facilitator 
On behalf of the Facility Study Committee – Cindy Carpenter, Casey Hovick, Phil Jones, Nicola Kiver, Josh Potter, 
Dale Roth, Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, and Ken Kline Smeltzer 

 

UBBC Updates 

Capital Campaign Committee Update 
 
The Capital Campaign Committee is in the process of reorganizing. Dale Roth and Casey Goodall have  been 
recruited as the new co-chairs. Much appreciation and thanks go out to our past leaders: Neill  Johnson and Craig 
Weidemann. The committee will be building on the strengths of their past  leadership.  
 
The Committee will be adding another 3 to 4 new members. We hope to identify them by next month.  We are still 
fortunate to be working with our professional development advisor, Jay Frost. Jay will be  giving us training perhaps 
as soon as next month.  
 
A decision was made to hire a paid Administrative Assistant to our ranks. This position will help to track  donors, 
pledges, payments, acknowledgments and call reports.    
 
The current time line for the work of our committee takes us through August/September of next year.  
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Winter Adult Book Study 
 

Who Will Be A Witness? Igniting Activism for God’s Justice, Love and 
Deliverance by Drew G.I. Hart 

 
Join us for a discussion of Who Will Be A Witness? By Drew Hart.  This book 

study will begin in late January, specific dates will be posted soon.   Drew Hart is a 
theology professor at Messiah University, church anti-racism leader, social change 

practitioner, and author.  To find out more information use this link: 
https://drewgihart.com/. 

 
 

Winter Middle & High School Youth  
Book Club 

 
Stamped:	Racism,	Antiracism,	and	You	
by	Jason	Reynolds	and	Ibram	X.	Kendi 

 
Join us for a book discussion for the book Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason 
Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi.  This book club will be in place of Sunday School Class.  It will be 
held on January 10, 17, 24, 31 and February 7, 14, 21, & 28 on Sunday evenings at 7:00 pm.  Youth 
will be able to read the book along with the class each week on their own with discussions during 
the class.  You can read from the book or listen to the book via an audio book.  If your child would 
like to participate, please sign-up by contacting Karen Moser at karen@ubbcwelcome.org. 
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Shop With Scrip 

 

College Graduate 
 

Eva Kreiser is graduating from The University of Pittsburgh with a dual major in linquistics and 
legal studies.  The graduation ceremony will take place in the spring. 

With the holidays coming up this is a good time of year to start participating in Shop With Scrip! If you typically 
give gift cards, in addition to the AFC ‘gifts’, why not buy them through ShopWithScrip and earn a little extra for 
the church?! Pro tip - if you buy Amazon gift cards from Scrip, then use them through Amazon Smile, the 
church benefits twice! Holiday Bonus period is November 28 - December 11. 
 

To enroll, visit ShopWithScrip and click “Join a Program” then enter the UBBC Enrollment Code: 
FC1A12C864678. As part of the registration process, you will have the choice to set up an electronic payment 
option. There is a .15¢ transaction fee for this payment method regardless of how many gift cards you purchase. 
If you choose not to enroll in the electronic payment option or use a credit card, you can pay by check made out 
to UBBC.  
 

Ellen Will will place orders for physical gift cards by December 14th. When cards arrive, Ellen will contact you 
to arrange pick-up or delivery. Electronic gift cards can be ordered at any time. Scrip is offering shipping 
directly to your home if you order physical cards through their app, Raise Right. There are 250+ brands and 
counting labeled “Ship to Home Eligible” to choose from. There is usually a fee for shipping directly to your 
home, however from November 28 - December 4, it is FREE to ship to your home for orders placed via the 
RaiseRight app. 
 

Questions about the Shop With Scrip program can be sent to ellenewill@gmail.com 
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Getting to know UBBC’s Choral Student  
Meghan Nardella 

 

What are you studying at Penn State and what year of study are 
you?  I am a junior pursuing a B.M.E. in Music Education with a 
Secondary Choral emphasis and a Theatre Minor! 
  
What is your home town and state?  Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
  
Would you mind sharing a little bit about your family?  Do you 
have siblings?  What do your parents do?  My sister Katie is a 
senior in high school looking to study psychology in college, my 
mom oversees a program to improve access to healthcare, and my 
dad is a water resources manager for an engineering firm.  We also 
have an adorable boxer-hound mix named Cookie who is an old lady but she still acts like a puppy. 

  
Once you have completed your studies at Penn State, what do you hope to do and where would you like that 
to be?  I hope to teach a high school choir and private voice lessons for a few years and then pursue graduate 
degrees in Choral Conducting.  My dream job would be to conduct a collegiate choir someday. 
 
When you are not singing or studying, what do you love to do?  This semester especially, I’ve enjoyed taking 
socially distanced walks with my roommates and friends either at the Penn State Arboretum or other nearby 
parks.  I also love listening to new music, watching Marvel movies and TV shows, and making homemade lattes 
for my friends! 
 
What is your favorite book you have read in the last 12 months?  When I was at the beach this summer, I read 
Aaron Copland’s What to Listen for in Music.  Copland is one of my favorite composers and I have been studying 
his song cycle 12 Poems of Emily Dickinson in my voice lessons.  It was fascinating to read! 
 
If someone in the congregation was to cook you dinner, what would your favorite menu include?  Any sort of 
fried rice with spring rolls or dumplings for dinner, and anything with milk chocolate for dessert!                
 
What do you enjoy most about being in the Penn State community?  Penn State has allowed me to surround 
myself with the most brilliant friends, colleagues, mentors, and faculty that I could ever ask for.  I am very lucky 
to be part of an incredible community that allows me to constantly be curious and discover more about myself and 
my passions. 
 
Tell us about a personal hero?  Who are they, and why are they meaningful to you?  My middle school choir 
teacher, Christie McKinney, has inspired me from an early age to sing and do what I loved.  She was a music 
education student at Penn State and is the coolest person ever.  I will always admire her passion, kindness, humor, 
and authenticity. 
 
Is there anything specific you would like UBBC members to know about you?  My favorite thing to say for 
this kind of question is that I somehow ended up running 14 Penn State School of Music social media accounts 
having absolutely no knowledge of how to run social media! 
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Our Mission… 
Woven Together in love, 

We seek like Jesus 
To serve God’s world 

Justly, 
Simply, 

Compassionately 

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant 
to be shared and celebrated by all, we embrace persons of every age, race, 

sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, ethnic and religious 
background, and economic means as vital and integral members of God’s 

family.  We welcome EVERYONE to participate in all aspects of the 
worship, membership and life of our church. 

• Phil Jones, Property Manager 
• Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative Assistant 
• Cecilia Sakong, Organist 

UBBC Staff: 

• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor 
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed 
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music 

 


