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UBBC News 

March 2020 

	
Save the Children is an international agency working to bring educational 
opportunities, clean water, medical care, and more to vulnerable populations 
in 24 countries, including the United States. UBBC has participated in Save the 

Children since 2009 by sponsoring communities in Ethiopia, and according to a 
recent fact sheet from Save the Children, in the region we support primary school 

attendance has gone from 75% to 95% and the number of schools with access to clean drinking water 
has gone from 8 to 44!  
 
For many years, Shito Abdis represented our commitment to Save the Children. Shito has aged out of 
the program and we are now sponsoring 6 year old Mesfin who lives in the communities of Waghimra 
in the Amhara region of Ethiopia. We will introduce Mesfin to the UBBC community on March 1 
during Children’s Time and afterwards, the elementary children are going to write letters to him. We 
meet a portion of our $360 annual obligation to Save the Children through donations collected from 
the Children’s Fair during Alternative Christmas Fair. The elementary school children and their 
families will be hosting a special Thursday Night Dinner on March 5th to raise the balance of the 
funds needed to fulfill our pledge. Please join us for dinner - there will be Ethiopian dishes to enjoy!  
 
 
by Ellen Will 
 

Save the Children Dinner 
Thursday, March 5th 

5:30 p.m. 
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Pastor’s  
Page 

In our Church Family 
 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the following: 
 

Fay Jester and family upon the death of her sister-in-law, Laura Jester, who died Feruary 6, 2020.  
	

A Memorial Service to celebrate Laura’s life will be held at UBBC 

on Saturday, March 14th at 3 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

The events of Christ’s Passion, which take place during the last week of Jesus’ life, often don’t receive 
enough time in our worship and study. These stories are important to our faith journey and our 
identity as followers of Jesus. And yet we often move too quickly from Palm Sunday to Easter 
Sunday with little time to take in the dramatic story of that last week.   

Beginning Sunday, March 1, throughout the six weeks of Lent, we will 
“freeze-frame” moments in Holy Week so we might put ourselves in the 
picture, thereby “Entering the Passion of Jesus.”  We will explore the 
stories of Holy Week from Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem to his agony in 
Gethsemane, examining their historical context and the risks taken by 
Jesus and his followers.  By taking a careful look at the events of the last 
week of Jesus’ life we have the opportunity to look at the risks and 
challenges we face as followers of Jesus. 

This series is inspired by Amy-Jill Levine’s book, Entering the Passion of 
Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, and its companion video sessions.  
Levine is Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School.  Her book has a companion video series that we will use 
in the Adult Forum.  Ken Smeltzer and Bob Neff will facilitate each 
week’s forum, following my sermon. 

I think the sermons and the Forums will provide a wonderful opportunity 
to delve into the Biblical story, its characters, and how we may encounter 
some of the same risks and trials they faced.  I anticipate that Entering the Passion of Jesus will provide a 
rich and challenging learning experience this Lenten season.  I hope you’ll participate. 
 

Bonnie 

Lent is a call to renew a commitment grown dull, perhaps by a 
life marked more by routine than reflection.   

 Joan Chittister 



 

 3 

March 2020 
 

 

Mission of the Month & Choir Student 

 
 
 

 

by Marie Hamilton, Founder 
 
CentrePeace is a Mission Program of the Middle District Church of the Brethren and has been a  Brethren 
Volunteer Service Project.  Many University Baptist and Brethren Church members have been active 
volunteers at CentrePeace. 
 
Multiple CentrePeace programs that still exist today began in 1975 with a visitation program in the State 
Correctional Institution at Rockview. In 1984 the most visible aspect of CentrePeace was created.  Project 
Restore opened up as a joint venture between CentrePeace, the Centre County Corrections Facility and the 
community. All goods are donated by the community to CentrePeace keeping them out of landfills.  Trainees 
and staff then repair and restore pieces that are then resold to the public. What started as a small operation is 
now a large operation with over 7000 square feet of showroom space. Trainees learn to repair and restore 
furniture, small appliances and other goods learning valuable job skills.  The staff is able to mentor trainees by 
modeling behavior such as communication and social skills as well as enforcing a good work ethic. Classes 
such as Creative Non Violent Conflict Resolution are taught not only at CentrePeace but at correctional 
facilities and community groups across the state.   
 
For more information on the history of CentrePeace and Marie Hamilton, please read “Grace goes to Prison” 
published by the Brethren Press and visit www.centrepeace.org. 
 
 

UBBC Welcomes Choir Student 
Olivia Blackmore 

 
I am a junior studying Music Education with an emphasis in Secondary 
Choral Music. I am from Kane, Pennsylvania. I have one older brother 
named Daniel. He is currently studying Secondary Math Education at 
Clarion University. My parents Jen and Jon still live in Kane. My mom is 
an actuary and my dad works as a forester. I hope to teach high school 
choir and general music after school. I would like to live in the Pittsburgh 
area as I have some extended family there and love the city! 
I am a member of The Penn State Thespian Society. I have vocal directed 
with the club and am currently in the cast for Mamma Mia the musical. I 
love going to museums when visiting other cities! I’ve always had an 
appreciation for art and enjoy painting in my free time. I also enjoy skiing 
and kayaking when I’m home in Kane.  My favorite book this year has been Savage Inequalities by Jonathan 
Kozol. It was an assignment for a class teaching us about the education system. It was a tricky read, but really 
eye-opening for my perspectives on education.  My favorite food includes Italian food! My mom is Italian and 
there’s nothing better than a plate of spaghetti. My favorite part of Penn State is the diverse opportunities. My 
grandma is my personal hero. She is one of the most compassionate and hardworking people I have ever 
met. I am so thankful to be a part of UBBC! Coming to this community every Sunday is one of my favorite 
parts of the week. 
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2020 Souper Bowl of Caring  
by Sarah Potter 

 
 

The Beets & Burgers  
With a Thrilling Conclusion  

to the Souper Bowl Challenge! 
 

We had another successful year for the Souper Bowl of Caring. 
In total we raised $817.70 for the Lion Pantry at Penn State, as 
well as over 60 food and household items.  On Sunday, 
February 2nd, 8 teams dished out delicious tastings of their 
savory selections. Many samples of soup were tried, generous 
donations collected, and the final result was The Charging 
Cheeseburgers and Beet-Tastic bowling through to the championship 
round. 
 
Over 50 people, young and old, enjoyed the festive and pleasant sport of supping soup together on 
Thursday, February 6th. We again were delighted by the tasty offerings. The votes were tallied and the close 
call was made, declaring The Charging Cheeseburgers the victors. 
 
Thank you very much to all of the teams! Thank you also to our congregation for their generosity! And 
finally, we appreciate all the hard working support of the youth and their families. They set up, washed 
dishes, cheered, made soups, created posters, wore aprons, and brought extra joy to the events. 

Participating Teams 
Team 1: Jacob and Thad Will— Charging Cheeseburger Soup 

Team 2: Mary Alice Burroughs and Cary Fala/The Kickin' Chicks— Touchdown Tuscan Chicken Soup 

Team 3: The Novosel Family/Soup Pho You—Beet-Tastic (Coconut Beet Lime) 
Team 4: The Dixon/The Dixie Cups— Ye Old New England Pease Soup 

Team 5: The Millers— 4 U No Glu Stew (Gluten-Free White Bean Chicken Stew) 
Team 6: Art Leach— Chili and SPICY Chili 

Team 7: The Bellanti— Italian Wedding Soup 

Team 8: The Cooks— Mulligatawny 

We were grateful that Penn State Students from the Lion's Pantry were able to speak during Adult Forum 
on Souper Bowl Sunday. Visit their website to find out the high demand items needed by the Lion's 
Pantry: https://thelionspantry.psu.edu/  

Highlights from their talk: 

o 70 students/month are reached by the Lion Pantry. 
o They have 1 food pantry near the Blue Band building, and 2 satellite pantries closer to 

students. 

2020 Champions 
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Children’s Worship  
during Lent  

We will have Children’s Worship during 
Lent. The theme is Who is my neighbor? All 
children in preschool through 5th grade are 
welcome to join us after Children’s Time 
each Sunday in the Fireside Room. Our 

theme comes from Luke 10:25-37, where a 
man asks Jesus “Who is my neighbor?”, 
Jesus’ reply begins with the story of the 
Good Samaritan. Jesus is opening the 

concept of neighbor. He wants us to be open 
and welcoming to everyone, and he wants us 
to help each other. Each week we’ll explore 

who our neighbors are, and how we can 
serve them. 

Christian  
Education 

 

Adult Forums 
 

March 1, 8, 15, 29 
Lenten Study 

Faciliated by 
Pastor Bonnie, Robert Neff, &  

Ken Kline Smeltzer  
 Entering the Passion of Jesus: A 
Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week  

by Amy-Jill Levine 
 

March 22  
3rd Way Collective 

Civil Rights Tour 

2020 Young Adult Conference 
Montreat, North Carolina 

May 22-25, 2020 

The theme is Love in Action!  Young Adult 
Conference offers people ages 18-35 a chance to 
enjoy fellowship, worship, recreation, Bible 
study, service projects and more. 

• Registration is $150 and includes food, 
lodging, and programming. 

• UBBC has scholarships available, please 
contact Karen Moser 
at karen@ubbcwelcome.org. 

• Sign up at this 
link: http://www.brethren.org/yac/. 

 



 

 6 

March 2020 
 

Denominational News 
 

Camp Blue Diamond 
campbluediamond.org 

Jr. Retreat, grades 3- 5, March 6-7 

Annual Dinners, March 27-28 

Spring Cooking Camp, grades 7-8  
April 3-5 

Spring Work Day, April 4 

Quilt & Craft Camp, April 17-19 

For more information about the above 
events including registration times  

and costs, please contact  
Camp Blue Diamond. 

 

Camp Blue Diamond  

Annual Dinner & Coffeehouse 

Friday, March 27th at 6 p.m., & Saturday, March 28th at 5 p.m. 
 Support Camp Blue Diamond by purchasing a ticket for their annual fundraising dinner! Come and 

enjoy a fun relaxing evening with a dinner featuring chicken cordon bleu. Whats a Camp 
Coffeehouse? It’s a summer camp skit night with singing, stories, sharing special talents and lots of 
laughs. Enjoy friends and dinner, discover what’s new at CBD, and be a part (literally if you want) 

of a Camp Coffeehouse emceed by summer song leader Gabe Imler and featuring Spring Run’s  
Tim and Duane Show!   

 
Waiters from UBBC will be Shirley & Ray Fye and Kristin Dreyer, all of whom have tickets to sell. 
The ticket price is $50 per person. Please direct questions to any of our UBBC waiters. Don’t miss 

out on this fun opportunity to support this wonderful camp! 

New this year will be a Silent Auction featuring the artistic and culinary talents of our camp friends.  

Moderator’s Forum 
Saturday, April 18, 2020 

Church of the Brethren Annual Conference moderator Paul Mundey will be hosting a Moderator's 
Forum on April 18, 2020 entitled "Historical Themes Impacting Today's Church." The event will take 
place at the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies at Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown, 
Pennsylvania, from 1 p.m. – 9 p.m. The forum will feature leading Brethren historians who will address 
the themes of accountability, compelling vision, division, forbearance, and nationalism. The day will 
conclude with an evening worship service and a message from Dennis Webb, a leading Church of the 
Brethren preacher; this service is open to the public without registration or cost. The forum will also be 
available via livestream. More information and registration options can be found 
at tinyurl.com/modforum2020. 
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News 

Out of the Cold 3rd Annual Fundraising Dinner 
Monday, March 16, 2020 – 5:30 p.m. 

Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center 
 

Join Out of the Cold for their 3rd Annual Fundraising Dinner, taking place Monday March 16, 2020 
at the Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center (215 Innovation Blvd, State College Pa 16803). The 
dinner will begin promptly at 6pm. Registration, cash bar and silent auction will begin at 5:30pm! 
If you'd like to join us, please RSVP to Phil Jones or Sarah Potter at peacepotter@gmail.com by 
Monday March 9! When RSVPing, state whether you would prefer a meat or vegetarian entree. Join 
us for this exciting dinner. Hear about what we’re doing and learn about some of the opportunities we 
have to expand the program in exciting ways.  The dinner is free to attend, but we do ask the dinner 
guests to consider making a financial contribution at the end of the evening.  

•You can serve as a table sponsor. A table sponsor contributes $375 prior to the dinner to cover 
the costs of the food at one table. Through guaranteeing dinner expenses prior to the dinner, 
all money raised at the dinner can go directly to supporting our homeless friends. 

• Serve as a table host. Each table will seat 10 guests. As a table host, your goal is to fill an entire 
table of guests. Think through your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, fellow church 
members, etc. that would be interested in learning more about homelessness in Centre 
County. 

Facility Study Update by Karen Moser 
 
The Facility Study Committee is moving ahead with plans to remove asbestos from our 
building.  Penoco, Inc. Licensed Environmental Contractor has been hired to remove asbestos 
starting on June 15-July 16, 2020.  We are working with America’s Carpet Outlet to provide 
flooring and installation during July 2020.  Phil Jones and Trustees are working on a plan with 
OCC and UBBC staff to coordinate clearing all floors in advance of asbestos removal.  We will 
be having workdays to clear all spaces. 
 
The Facility Study Committee held a design meeting with Alan Popovich and Katie Endresen 
from APArchitects on February 10, 2020.  At this meeting we reviewed concept designs for a 
kitchen remodel, ground floor shower, Narthex improvements (restroom, new lift, and general 
improvements), and Sanctuary accessibility to office area. 
 
The Facility Study Committee met on February 24, 2020 to discuss flooring options, review 
design options, discuss programming needs for each project, and overall progress.  We will 
meet with Alan and Katie again on March 16, 2020. 
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UBBC Staff: 

• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor 
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed 
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music 

 

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered 
to all and meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we 
embrace persons of every age, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity and expression, ethnic and religious 
background, and economic means as vital and integral 

members of God’s family.  We welcome EVERYONE to 
participate in all aspects of the worship, membership and 

life of our church. 
 

Our Mission… 
Woven Together in love, 

We seek like Jesus 
To serve God’s world, 

Justly, 
Simply, 

Compassionately 

• Phil Jones, Property Manager 
• Cecilia Sakong, Organist 
• Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative Assistant 

 


