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Once again, the joyful spirit of the season filled the social hall on Sunday, 
December 8th, as UBBC hosted the 37th annual Alternative Christmas Fair. Visitors, including 
church and community members, were treated to conversations with representatives of the 
twenty-six non-profits, learning more about the visions and goals of those who are helping our 
brothers and sisters locally, nationally, and globally. We donated over $40,000 to help these non-
profits continue their work with still more donations expected. Some of these meaningful 
interactions took place over a delicious lunch, prepared, served, and cleaned up by a talented 
kitchen crew.  

As I looked around on that Sunday, I realized that almost every member of our faith community 
was participating in some way—setting up, cleaning up, receiving donations, recording 
donations, making soup, preparing delicious desserts, managing the many kitchen tasks, and 
providing the publicity and social media coverage we needed to advertise our event. I am deeply 
grateful to be part of UBBC and this extraordinary mission. Thanks to everyone for their 
contribution. 

Raised 

$40,706 

The Alternative Christmas Fair 2019 
By Gail Addison Guss 
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January/February 2020 Pastor’s Page 

As I enter this new year - 2020 - I find myself limping along with a heavy heart.  The 
death of my 36 year old niece, Rebecca Good Reynolds, has thrust me into the journey of 
grief once more.  People have commented to me that our family has had too much loss 
and grief to bear - our daughter, my sister, and now my niece - all in the last five years.  
That comment is often followed by this, “I don’t know how you do it!”  My usual 
response, “I just put one foot in front of the other.”  But it’s more than that.  We grieve 
because we have loved deeply.  And in the end it’s the love that gets us through.  If there 
is anything that grief has taught me in recent years, it is that. 

After losing her husband in what was supposed to be a routine surgery, Jan Richardson 
wrote the book, The Cure for Sorrow: A Book of Blessings for Times of Grief.  In it she suggests that love holds the cure 
for our sorrow. 

“It can sometimes seem our grief is all that connects us to what we have lost.   

This gives it a perilous potency that can threaten the life that seeks to unfold  

in us – a life capable of holding both love and sorrow.  If we allow grief to do  

its work, the love that lives within it becomes ever more clear and present to us.   

In time, the love has a way of overtaking the grief, so that our loving, rather 

 than our grieving, becomes our primary bond to what we have lost. 

It is, finally, this love that holds our cure.  It is this love that is our cure.  In the deepest pain that rends us, in the keenest solace 
that visits us, in the hope that does not release its hold on us, love lives, bearing itself toward us as sorrow’s most lasting cure.” 

While I know it is the love that will get me through this journey once again, it will not be without some bumps and 
bruises, twists and turns, and always surprises.  For grief will have its way with me once again.  It is a hard teacher, 
of lessons I do not welcome, but lessons that will mend a broken heart, allowing it to hold both joy and sorrow.  
 

Bonnie 

In Our Church Family 
We celebrate the marriage of Emily Ritter and Eric Garis!  Emily and Eric were married at UBBC on 
November 23, 2019. 

Remember in prayer Dottie and Bob Neff and family upon the death of Dottie's mother, Isabel Kulp 
Rosewame.  Isabel died on November 24th at the age of 102, sharing the 23rd Psalm from memory as her last 
testimony. 

Remember in prayer Mary Alice and Courtney Burroughs and family upon the death of Courtney's brother 
Roger. Roger died peacefully on Tuesday, December 10th at home in Hospice care. 

Remember in prayer Pastor Bonnie, Ken, Jesse, the Good and Reynolds families upon the death of Rebecca 
Good Reynolds, December 23rd.  A Memorial Service was held at the Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren on 
January 4th. 
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January/February 2020 

UBBC Updates 

1. Asbestos Abatement – Phil Jones is working with OCC, Board of Trustees, 
and Staff to coordinate asbestos removal.  UBBC is hiring Penoco, Inc. 
Licensed Environmental Contractor to remove asbestos from the UBBC 
building. 
• Work is scheduled for June 15-July 16, 2020. 

o Phase 1: 3rd Floor 
o Phase 2: 2nd Floor 
o Phase 3: 1st Floor 

• Facility Study Committee will review options for new flooring and coordinate with Phil Jones, and 
installers. 

 
2. The Facility Study Committee held a design meeting with Alan Popovich and Katie Endresen from 

APArchitects on Thursday, December 10, 2019 at UBBC.  The following was discussed: 
• Reviewed preliminary conceptual design options 

o Kitchen Remodel 
o Shower on ground floor 
o Narthex improvements: restroom, replace lift, general improvements 
o Sanctuary upgrades 
o Fellowship Hall upgrades 
o Nittany Ave. courtyard accessibility investigation 

• Revised Schedule 
o 50% Schematic Design (Late January 2020) 
o 100% Schematic Design (March 2020) 

 
3. The Facility Study Committee met on January 6, 2020 to discuss flooring options, design options, and 

overall progress. 

Facility Study Committee  
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The Capital Campaign Committee reports that giving to the “Renewing Our Home to Widen Our Welcome” 
campaign as of Dec. 31, 2019 amounted to $212,375. Pledges from 2020 to 2024 amount to an additional 
$238,276, for a campaign total of $450,651. This is only 38% of the way to the $1,200,000 goal. If you have been 
contacted but have not yet sent in your pledge, please do so by January 31. Members of the committee have tried 
to offer to meet with everyone in the congregation. The holidays and some inclement weather made that 
impractical, so these contacts will recommence this month. Thanks for your patience if you have not yet been 
contacted. For those who have sent in pledges and started making payments, we are very grateful. This is a multi-
year campaign, so if your ability to give increases, please consider adjusting your pledge. 

Capital Campaign  
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Special Mission Offering 
 

UBBC collected  
$1, 397  

in support of Disaster 
Relief 

Centre 
Safe 

By Tom Cook 
 

Centre Safe, formerly the Centre County Women's Resource Center (CCWRC ), has 
received UBBC support through our missions board since it was started in 1975 as a 
grassroots effort by a small group of women.   

Over the last 44 years it has grown from a one-room operation in State College to two 
locations, the Administrative offices and Sylvia Stein Shelter in State College and a 
counseling and legal advocacy satellite office in Bellefonte. Centre Safe continues to 
address the special needs of women in our community and in society at large. Its 
beginnings are rooted in the desire to provide an environment of support and 
encouragement for women who are redefining their lives and exploring new 
opportunities for personal and professional development. Since 1978, the CCWRC 
has focused its resources and energy on ending domestic and sexual violence in 
Centre County and providing the specialized services needed by those who have been 
victimized by such violence. 

During a recent year (2016-17) Centre Safe provided services for over 1000 victims of 
domestic violence and nearly 500 sexual assault victims. They provided >3000 
emergency shelter nights to over 100 individual adults and children.  Lastly, they 
assisted 51 people with legal protections against someone stalking them. Please share 
their contact info (814) 238-7066 or centresafe@centresafe.org with anyone who 
might need these services. 
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January/February 2020 

Out of the Cold 
December 4 to 18 

Christian Education 

Generation to Generation Outings  
Dinner & Game Night 

Friday, January 24th, 6:30 – 9 p.m. 
 

Suffering from Cabin Fever? We’ve got the solution! Get 
your GAME ON! Join us in the Fireside Room for a 

pizza dinner (cost is $5/person) some game-playing, dice-
rolling, and merriment making. Drinks & some games 
will be provided. Please bring a snack, and a game to 

share. Come for as long as you like, leave when you need 
to; we’ll just be happy to have you.  
So dust off your board games and  

Get Your Game ON! 

  5th:  Advent Reflections and Epiphay 
12th:   Ken Smeltzer & Bruce Tritt, Cuba Trip 
19th:   Annual UBBC Business Meeting, No Adult Forum  
26th:   Sarah Malone, Loving our Muslim neighbors  

• District Youth Retreat: grades 9-12 
January 10-12, 2020 

• Jr-High Retreat: grades 6-8  
February 7-9, 2020 

• Junior Retreat: grades 3-5 
March 6-7, 2020 

January Adult Forum 

Camp Blue Diamond 
Retreats 

2020 

The Church of the Brethren offers work camp 
experiences for all ages: middle & high school 
youth, young adults, intergenerational, and seniors. 
If you’re interested, please review the information 
on the following website:  
http://www.brethren.org/workcamps/schedule/. 
Online registration begins on January 16, 2020. 

Work Camp 
Experiences 
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January/February 2020 

Kicking Off the 
2020 Souper Bowl of Caring 

 
 
The 5th annual Souper Bowl of Caring playoff competition at UBBC 
stands to be both the most exciting, fun, and tasty event yet!  In addition 
to raising funds to defeat food insecurity for students in our local area, 
UBBC youth are excited about the chance to take possession of the 
famous trophy for a year. Members of the congregation are invited to join the fun by adding points to the final 
score of their favorite Soup Team – while supporting this important mission project at the same time.  Here are the 
details – mark your calendar! 
 
Sunday, February 2nd:  Souper Bowl of Caring Playoffs during Fellowship Time 

The top two Soup Teams that receive the greatest amount of cash ($) points will advance to the 
Championship at Thursday night dinner.  

 
Thursday, February 6th:  The 2020 UBBC Souper Bowl of Caring Championship Dinner 

In addition to a full meal of yum hosted by youth families, each attendee will cheer for their favorite Soup 
Team by adding one point to their score.  ($5 adults, $3 children, PSU students free) 

 
All funds collected at both 2020 events will be combined into a single donation to the Lion’s Pantry at Penn State.   

UBBC News 

 

UBBC/UMC Spiritual Growth Retreat on February 22 
Need to renew your spiritual life?  Need some time for reflection?  Then consider attending a joint 
UBBC/UMC Spiritual Growth Retreat on February 22nd.  The retreat will be based on ideas from Joyce 
Rupp’s book, The Cup of Our Life: A Guide for Spiritual Growth. All are welcome, and you need not be familiar 
with the book to attend. The retreat will be co-led by Kate Heinzel, Pastor of University Mennonite Church, 
and Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor of University Baptist and Brethren Church. Both congregations are being 
invited to attend. The retreat will be held at State College Friends Meeting at 611 East Prospect Ave. from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 22. Lunch will be served. There is no cost, but please do 
register. To register, please call the UBBC office at 237-2708 and talk with or leave a message for Alysia, or 
email  office@ubbcwelcome.org and put “Feb. Retreat” on the subject line and the full names of those 
wishing to register in the text of the email. 
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January/February 2020 

January  16 Host: Bonnie Marshall 

February 6 Souper Bowl of Caring 

February 20 Host: Amy Adkins 

Dinners are held on the 1st & 3rd Thursday 
in UBBC Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. 

UBBC News cont. 

As I look around the Fellowship Hall after Sunday services, I am always struck by the smiles, hugs, and constant 
chatter of our members and guests of all ages. Yes, sometimes the chatter can be more than a “bit” loud, but it is 
the “music” of a happy, engaged group. It is fellowship.       

Several other features help the festive atmosphere: coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and all kinds of “comfort” food, 
including home baked and store bought sweets, fruits and veggies, and salty snacks. These extras are provided by 
five Fellowship Teams which alternate months and include the majority of UBBC members. Volunteers include the 
five Team Communicators who line-up volunteers each month, and then all the Team members who handle 
ushering, making coffee, bringing snacks, setting-up the Fellowship Hall, or serving on the clean-up crew.  A big 
shout-out to our generous members who help to make our time together more enjoyable and tasty!  If you are not 
on a Fellowship Team but would like to be, or if you aren’t able to participate on a Team during the winter months 
but can help during the summer, please contact me at 861-4325 or carlandellen@comcast.net. We would definitely 
appreciate any hands-on help or donations you can offer! 
 

Our winter and spring Fellowship Team schedule is:  
\ 

January  Team 2 – Marjie Nye    April  Team 5 – Thomas Cook 
February Team 3 – Jean Yeatman   May   Team 1 – Ellen Nagy 
March  Team 4 – Rebekah Carswell  

Upcoming UBBC  
Thursday Night Dinners 

Annual UBBC Coffee House 
Friday, February 28th 

Fellowship Teams by Ellen Nagy  
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Calling all jokesters, magicians, jugglers, poets, musicians, twirlers, dancers, and those who just 
want to be entertained! Mark your calendars for the annual UBBC Coffee House to be 
held February 28th from 7-9 pm in the fellowship hall!  Admission is free, bring a sweet or savory 
snack to share!  Hot Chocolate, Tea, and Coffee will be available.   

Please watch for the sign up to perform in the Friday Flash. 
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Our Mission… 
Woven Together in love, 

We seek like Jesus 
To serve God’s world 

Justly, 
Simply, 

Compassionately 

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant 
to be shared and celebrated by all, we embrace persons of every age, race, 

sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, ethnic and religious 
background, and economic means as vital and integral members of God’s 

family.  We welcome EVERYONE to participate in all aspects of the 
worship, membership and life of our church. 

• Phil Jones, Property Manager 
• Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative  
• Cecilia Sakong, Organist 

UBBC Staff: 

• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor 
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed 
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music 

 


