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Annual Church Picnic
Sunday, September 8 at 11:30 a.m.
Windswept Farm
Mark your calendars for the UBBC Church Potluck Picnic at
Windswept Farm!
Deacons will provide sausages, hot dogs, vegetarian dogs, and
drinks. We will gather after church at 11:30 a.m., on the patio
behind RE Farm Café. Following lunch, a short farm tour will
be available for folks to see and learn more about the
farm.
For directions, visit refarmcafe.com.
Rsvp by calling (814) 237-2708 or email the church office at
office@ubbcwelcome.org with the number of people in your
group, and note if you have a vegetarian attending.
When: September 8th at 11:30 a.m.
Where: Windswept Farm, 1000 Fillmore Road, State College
What to bring: Place setting, dish to share, and a bag chair if you have one
What to wear: Comfortable shoes
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“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she
refused to be consoled, because they are no more”.
Matthew 2:18
Gilroy, California, Dayton, Ohio and El Paso, Texas – these are the names of the latest cities devastated by
mass shootings. In these cities, the weeping has not stopped. Families and friends are barely out of shock
and can hardly believe their loved one(s) are gone. The news of these events has moved on to other stories
and once again we are left wondering if there will be any steps taken to curb the gun violence in our nation.
With children and teachers back in their classrooms, I can’t help but wonder what fears they bring with
them to school each day. Sure, the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic will be taught in classrooms
throughout our community, and so will the basics of school lock downs and mass shooter drills. I can only
imagine the anxiety that these practices might cause for our children, their teachers and other school staff.
What are we teaching our children if once again we sit back and take no action to make our community and
our country a safe place to live and to learn? They look to us for protection and safety. What will we do?
As followers of Jesus we are called to the ways of peace and non-violence. In these days of mass shootings
in schools and synagogues, theatres and concerts, churches, nightclubs, malls and festivals, it seems that no
place is immune to mass shootings. That doesn’t mean we should not act. We can attend vigils and
protests making our grief and our views public. And we can also work to pass sensible gun legislation.
Universal background checks is a start and renewing the assault weapons ban is another important step.
Groups like Moms Demand Action and Sandy Hook Promise are working everyday to protect people from
gun violence. We can join in their efforts.
Of one thing I am certain, we can no longer be lukewarm on gun legislation. Too many lives have been lost.
Too many bodies have been wounded. There is too much weeping in this land and we must refuse to stand
on the sidelines watching it happen and waiting for others to do something. Instead, we must put our
prayers into action and call upon the leaders of this nation to move legislation forward.
May we find our way forward,

Bonnie

In our Church Family
Christian Sympathy is extended to Charlene and David Miller and Family upon the death of their
granddaughter, Deja Bowling, age 19.
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Shop with Scrip
By Ellen Will
Shopping with Scrip Benefits UBBC!
Does anyone remember the old song Sixteen Tons, with the line “You load sixteen tons and what do you get?
Another day older and deeper in debt”? The song described the challenge of working for scrip - or company
store credit, which made it impossible for employees to build up savings. By definition, scrip is any substitute
for legal tender and historically was used by mining companies in remote locations to exert control over their
employees.
Today, thankfully, most of us have cash in our pockets with the freedom to spend our
money wherever we want - not just at the company store! And since we are spending
money anyway, why not do so in a way that benefits UBBC without any additional cost
to us?
ShopWithScrip is a fundraising platform that takes advantage of families’ every day
spending to generate income through rebates from retailers. ShopWithScrip (SWS) is
similar to the Giant/Weis card program we have been offering for years, however, the
SWS program does not require maintaining an inventory, which saves the church money
since there are no up front costs to purchase cards. SWS works with over 700 retailers,
so the variety of gift cards we can purchase goes far beyond just grocery stores. Another
advantage to this new program is families create on-line accounts which allows them to
safely pay through Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), which means they can receive ecards almost immediately, many of which can be redeemed directly from a smartphone.
Don’t worry - we will still take orders on paper and let folks pay with checks!
Here’s an example of how it works: Using ShopWithScrip, a family buys a $100 Sheetz gift card that carries a 3%
rebate. They spend $500 a month on groceries, so they buy five $100 cards for Giant with a rebate of 4%. They
also eat lunch downtown a couple of times a month so they get a $25 Panera card with an 8% rebate. Finally,
they have a niece with a birthday next month so they buy a $50 Apple iTunes card with a 5% rebate. So UBBC
just made $27.50 with no door-to-door fundraising, no bake sales, in fact no effort at all; and it is money the
family is going to spend anyway! The ShopWithScrip website estimates that a family of four who spend an
average of $1,630/month could generate over $1,000/year in rebates for their organization. Imagine if ten
families participate. Or twenty!
As we get the ShopWithScrip program up and running, the money will go into a special designated fund. Once a
sense of the earning potential is reviewed, the Coordinating Council will consider how the Scrip rebate money
will be used. Possibilities include the operating budget, Capital Campaign, Deferred Maintenance, etc.
Ellen Will is the Coordinator for the UBBC ShopWithScrip program. She will set up an information table during
Fellowship Time several weeks this fall to answer questions as well as help families create on-line accounts to
get started. It’s an easy way to raise funds for the church and you don’t have to load sixteen tons of coal or go
into debt to help UBBC!
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Karen Moser, Director of Christian Ed

September Adult Forum
1st: Labor Day Weekend (No Adult Forum)
8th: Christian Education Sunday & Church Picnic (No Adult Forum)
15th: Youth Work Camp Presentations
22nd & 29th: Paris to Pittsburg, a new film from National Geographic.
Discussion each week will be facilitated by Sarah Potter

Christian Education Sunday is
September 8, 2019. An
intergenerational worship is
planned with the theme of Who is my
neighbor? This question is asked by Jesus in
the parable of the Good Samarittan, Luke
10:25-37. We will explore ways we can be
serving our neighbots in out community
and the world. This theme will continue
during our Adult Forum and other programs
this fall.

Sunday School Programs
Beginning September 15th, Sunday School will begin
for all ages. Children, youth, and Adults Forum will
begin at 11:00 a.m. and end at noon. If you’d like to
enroll your child, please contact Karen Moser at
karen@ubbcwelcome.org.

Youth Group Fall Kick-Off BBQ
All middle school and high school youth and their parents are invited to a BBQ on
September 15, 2019 at 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Spring Creek Park. This will be part social
and part meeting event. We will have meat and vegetarian options. Please bring a
salad, side dish, or dessert to share. We’ll talk about all the programs that are
plannning this year. To rsvp, contact Karen Moser at karen@ubbcwelcome.org.

G2O

Our Whole Lives:
Lifespan Sexuality Education

Generation to Generation Outings
An intergenerational group gathering for outdoor outings.
For more information or to sign up for an event, please
contact Karen Moser at karen@ubbcwelcome.org.
Camping in Cape May, New Jersey
September 20-22, 2019
We are camping at The Depot Travel Park. This campground
is a mile from the beach. Please rsvp to Karen if you are
interested in going on this trip.
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UBBC is teaming up with the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Centre County (UUFCC) to offer
Our Whole Lives classes to youth in
grades 7th-9th and 10th-12th, this fall.
To find out more about Our Whole
Lives, please use this link:
https://www.uua.org/re/owl.
If you’re interested in finding out
more information and/or registering
your youth, please email Karen
Moser at karen@ubbcwelcome.org.
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September 5 – “First” Thursday Church Dinners
“First” Thursday Dinners begin at UBBC in Fellowship Hall. See more information on Page 6 of the
newseltter.

September 5 – Sanctuary Choir
The UBBC Sanctuary Choir resumes rehearsals in room #206 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. The Choir will sing
during Worship on September 8th. All are welcome to participate. The attendance policy is flexible so if
you are interested in joining, please contact Chris Kiver at (814) 235-4864 or email cak27@psu.edu.

September 8 – Annual Church Picnic
Our Annual Church Picnic will be held at Windswept Farm. Please come and celebrate the end of
summer and beginning of the school year. Invite friends, new Penn State students and faculty! Full
details can be found on the cover page of the newsletter or in the Friday Flash.

September 10 – Lion Bash 2019
UBBC is co-hosting a table with University Mennonite Church and 3rd Way Collective. Let’s Welcome PSU
students to this event hosted by the Borough of State College., Penn State, and several other groups.
Lion Bash hopes to foster a sense of community and facilitate activities that promote safe, attrative, and
diverse neighborhoods. The event is best described as a community fair plus block party.

September 21 – Heritage Fair at Camp Blue Diamond
Heritage Fair 2019 is quickly approaching. There are some new exciting things going on this year. They
will be having an Escape Room, Diamond Dash and the Dunk Tank. There will also be several
demonstrations throughout the day. The Annual Auction, musical groups and the children’s area will
provide something for everyone! Plan to come and spend the day at Camp Blue Diamond and help
support the ministries of Middle PA District and Camp Blue Diamond. Please use the link below for a
complete listing of events: www.campbluediamond.org/heritagefair

5

UBBC Events cont.

SEPTEMBER 2019

Thursday Night Dinners
become

“First” Thursday Dinners
Beginning this fall, the Thursday Night Dinner Program has been revamped.
Instead of having hosts every Thursday, the dinners will now be held once a
month. The First Thursday of each month will be reserved for fellowship
dinners, which include the following dates: September 5, October 3,
November 7, December 5. The new format will be reevaluated in late
December. Please refer to the signup genius in the Friday Flash if you are
interested in hosting one of UBBC’s “First” Thursday Dinners.

Advent Devotional
Christmas is coming!
No matter how we feel about Christmas, we know that there is no stopping the avalanche of
commercials, decorations, music, shopping, parties, and more coming our way.
How do we find the Christmas moments during this busy season?
We, the Board of Deacons, are asking for your help in answering this question. We need 23 short
reflections on “Looking for Christmas Moments” that we can share as advent devotional readings. Each
morning during advent, we will email a devotional reading to anyone who signs up for it. (We will have
booklets available to those who don’t use email.)
A devotional reading could include a scripture and a prayer, but the whole thing should be no more
than 250-300 words. Each week during advent we will have a different theme: Finding Joy, Finding
Hope, Finding Peace, and Finding Love.
Consider sharing your thoughts on looking for Christmas moments. For planning purposes, please
contact Laura Reidy, lareidy@comcast.net ASAP if you would like to write an Advent devotional. The
devotional reflections are due September 30th.
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What is 3rd Way Collective?
3rd Way Collective provides many opportunities
to connect and engage around issues of peace
and justice, exploring faith and spirituality,
interfaith dialog, service opportunities and having
fun together. To view the fall calendar, please visit
www.3rdwaycollective.org/events/

When: September 10, 2019, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Where: Webster’s Bookstore, State College
What: Book release for BANNED: Immigration
Enforecement in the Time of Trump
Books will be available at the event.
September 10th is the official release date for
this title. Introductions begin at 6:15 p.m.
There will be an author presentation followed
by audience Q & A. For more information,
please visit the link in the Friday Flash.

Fire By Night
With

Melissa Florer-Bixler
When: September 12, 2019, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Where: Faith United Church of Christ

SAVE THE DATE

Join us for discussion on What do we do with
the Old Testament? How do we read words
written in a world so different from ours,
stories so ruthless and so filled with grace?
Using stories from Scripture and from her
ministry, Rev. Melissa Florer-Bixler will braid
together the text with the sometimes ordinary,
sometimes radical grace of God.

33rd Annual
Mission Banquet
October 26th

Where: Drexelbrook Events Ctr.,
Drexel Hill, PA
Time: 11:30 – 3 p.m.

This event is co-sponsored with 3rd Way
Collective.

Do you want to know what American Baptists are
doing about the needs of migrants at the southern
border? Our speaker, the Rev. Ray Schellinger,
ABCUSA International Ministries missionary will
tell us, as well as present service opportunities for
individuals to join teams which are available for
people as they travel to the border for a firsthand
experience. If you are interested in attending,
please contact Pastor Bonnie or Paul Moser.
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Our Mission…
Woven Together in love,
We seek like Jesus
To serve God’s world
Justly,
Simply,
Compassionately

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to
all and meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we embrace
persons of every age, race, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, ethnic and religious background, and
economic means as vital and integral members of God’s
family. We welcome EVERYONE to participate in all aspects of
the worship, membership and life of our church.
UBBC Staff:
• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music
Phone: (814) 237-2708
Email: office@ubbcwelcome.org
www.ubbcwelcome.org

•
•

•

Phil Jones, Property Manager
Leona Foore, Organist
Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative Assistant

