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Early last month I attended the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference in Greensboro, NC as UBBC’s
delegate. For many years now the denomination has been in conflict over acceptance of the LGBTQ
community and same sex marriage. There seems to be no middle ground, or an agree to disagree position
that the delegates can agree on. While this is painful, I am grateful for UBBC’s Welcome Statement of
inclusion.
For several years now I’ve found that the events held on the margin of Annual Conference are the most
life-giving and hopeful to me. This year was no different.
One evening there was a candlelight vigil for the children held in detention centers at the border. One of
the speakers, Roxanne Aguirre, from Glendale, CA spoke passionately about the situation and ended with
the following reflection.
That child ripped from the arms of her parents could have been me. You see my father decided to leave
his home, move his family, and come to the unknown. Yet, people say “but your father did things the
right way.” What is the right way to leave the country you love in hopes to give your children a better
life? Is it wrong to free your child of economic oppression, violence, and political corruption? Who
decides that a person is illegal on stolen land? Who dares to condemn a choice they have never had to
make?
I could have been that child clinging to my father’s hand as he crossed that line in hopes that I’d
achieve the American dream, thrive, and experience educational freedom. I could have been ripped
from the gentle hold of his hand. I could have been the child sleeping on a concrete floor wondering
where my father could be. Living in fear, isolation, and uncertainty.
The fact that my legality was predestined is not more than a stroke of luck as the daughter of Mexican
man. I am not special or chosen. My skin may be pale, but the color in my soul is bright with passion
and anger that those whose profess a faith in Christ condone such violations of human dignity.
You may sit in your place of privilege and status and forget that you could have been that child. But I
will not forget that. I could have been the little girl crying and afraid.
Roxanne’s words continue to ring in my ears. I sit in my place of privilege and consider how I should
respond because there are still little girls and boys ripped from the arms of their parents, left crying and
afraid. There at the border, there on the margins of another Annual Conference I found the Spirit
reminding me that whenever we respond to the least of these, it is as if we were serving Jesus.

Bonnie
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Camp Blue Diamond Baptisms – June 2, 2019

Introduction of New Members
Sofia Cardenas-Miller completed 6th grade at Park Forest Middle School where she enjoys being in choir
and drama, and plays percussion in the school band. Sofi also enjoys dance and is in the Roots of Life
troupe. She is looking forward to attending Outdoor Living School at Camp Blue Diamond this summer.
Sofia’s mentor is Karen Moser.
Naomi Carswell completed 6th grade at Park Forest Middle School where she plays flute in the school
band. A dog lover and book lover Naomi is always on the go. She loves rock climbing and is looking
forward to going on her first workcamp this summer in South Bend, IN. Naomi’s mentor is Jill Loomis.
Ben Cook just finished 7th grade at Centre Learning Center Charter School where he plays bass in the
Rock Band program and his band, The Procrastinators. Ben’s favorite subject is English Language Arts.
Now that school is out, he’s looking forward to time at Welch Pool and the summer workcamp in South
Bend, IN. Ben’s mentor is Tyson Daniels.
Jacob Will completed 7th grade at Park Forest Middle School where he was the videographer for the
Drama Club and this year’s production of Lion King. Jacob also was the videographer for State High’s
Varsity Football team. He is a photographer and excited to be shooting his uncle’s wedding. To say the
least, Jacob is a huge Penn State fan. This summer he will be attending the South Bend, IN workcamp
and Outdoor Living Skills camp. Jacob’s mentor is Joe Hinish.
Dan Guss is an environmental engineer. Before retiring he was the Vice President and Chief Engineer of
Krofta Engineering a small company in Massachusetts that cleaned water and industrial pollution. When
the family returned to State College Dan worked at Uni-Tech which addressed municipal environmental
concerns. Dan enjoys running, canoeing, hiking, cross country skiing and working out at the gym. He also
plays the flute. Dan was raised in Grace Lutheran Church here in State College. Dan and Gail Guss joined
UBBC last December. They have two sons and a daughter.

Fellowship Team Schedule & Communicators
August – December 2019
August 4

Team 1 – Ellen Nagy

September

Team 3 – Jean Yeatman

August 11

Team 1 – Ellen Nagy

October

Team 4 – Rebekah Carswell

August 18

Team 2 – Marjie Nye

November

Team 5 – Thomas Cook

August 25

Team 2 – Marjie Nye

December

Team 1 – Ellen Nagy
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Karen Moser, Director of Christian Ed

August
Adult Forums

Summer Children’s Worship
This summer we’ll offer Children’s
Worship on select Sunday’s, August 4th &
18th for children in preschool-5th grade.
The theme is World Religions, where
each week we’ll explore the basic
tenants of one of these religions; Islam,
and Buddhism. During the lesson we’ll
talk about the religion and have an
activity. We’ll meet after Children’s
Time in the Fireside Room and join the
congregation for Fellowship Time.

August 4th
Two Different “Takes” on Immigration
Facilitated by Ellen Nagy
August 11th
TBA
August 18th
Listening to Shame , TEDx Talk by Brene
Brown – Facilitated by Sarah Malone
August 25th
TBA

Generation 2 Generation Outings
Camping in Cape May, NJ
September 20-22, 2019
We are camping at The Depot Travel Park.
Please use this link to make a reservation:
https://thedepottravelpark.com/sites/php?Mobile=Off

Contact Karen Moser at
karen@ubbcwelcome.org
if you are interested in going on this trip.
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Capital Campaign Committee Update
By Neill Johnson
At the May 19 Business Meeting, the congregation authorized the Capital Campaign Committee to begin a
six-month campaign to raise up to $1.5 million dollars to make physical improvements to our facilities in
four broad areas: Urgent infrastructure issues, Welcoming & Accessibility, Kitchen, Non-urgent
infrastructure issues and other priorities, as outlined in the Facility Study Committee’s Design Update
Report that was accepted by the congregation at the same business meeting.
The Capital Campaign Committee has been busy this summer following up on this mandate and on
recommendations in Jay Frost’s Feasibility Study Report, having accomplished the following:
•
•
•

Revision of the statement making the case for and listing specific line-item costs of improvements
proposed in the Design Update Report, which estimated total renovations at $1,233,160.
Creating a pledge form and a document outlining ways to give.
Creating a timeline for securing initial gifts before going to the congregation for pledges hand-inhand with the fall stewardship campaign.

The work has begun in earnest, and you will be receiving more frequent updates and invitations to learn
more as we move into our fall stewardship season. Meanwhile, if you have questions, please contact a
member of the Committee: Mary Lou Bennett, Lee Ann Cook, Casey Goodall, Neill Johnson, Bonnie
Marshall, Bob Neff, Sophie Penney, Dale Roth, Craig Weideman, and ex officio, Eric Lippincott (Moderator)
and Bonnie Kline Smeltzer (Pastor).

Facility Study Committee Update
By Karen Moser
At the last UBBC Special Business meeting on May 19, 2019, the Facility Study Committee (FSC) was
charged as follows “The Coordinating Council, via the Facility Study Committee, moves that UBBC accept
the Design Update Report from the Facility Study Committee. The Coordinating Council charges the
Facility Study Committee to proceed with the design process, including preparing a Request for Proposals
from architecture firms and selecting an appropriate firm based on proposed designs and cost.” Since
this meeting the FSC has sent Request for Proposals (RFP) to four architectural firms in the State College
area. Submission deadline for proposals is August 16, 2019. After which the FSC will review the
proposals, interview the architectural firms, and make a recommendation to the Coordinating Council at
the September 18, 2019 meeting.

5

Upcoming

AUGUST 2019

LION Bash 2019
September 10th, 5-8 p.m.
UBBC is co-hosting a table with
University Mennonite Church and
3rd Way Collective. Let’s welcome
PSU students to this event hosted
by the Borough of State College, Penn State and several other
groups. Lion Bash hopes to foster a sense of community and
facilitate activities that promote safe, attractive and diverse
neighborhoods. The event is best described as a community
fair plus block party.

Annual Church Picnic
Please plan to attend the UBBC Annual
Church Picnic on Sunday, September 8th,
after worship at Spring Creek Park in State
College. Other details will be announced
closer to the date.

Sanctuary Choir Resumes
After a well-earned rest, the Sanctuary Choir will resume rehearsals on September 5th,
from 7 – 8:30 p.m. The Sanctuary Choir will sing during worship on September 8th. All
are welcome to participate! While a basic ability to read music is helpful, it is not
essential. The attendance policy is flexible, so if you are interested in joining, please
contact Chris Kiver at (814) 235-4864 or cak27@psu.edu.

Crop Walk 2019
Save the Date!
The 2019 State College
Crop Walk will be held on
Sunday, October 13th.
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UBBC Treasurer’s Quarterly Report as of June 30, 2019
(Based on Revised Annual Budget 4.14.2019)
Carl D. Nagy, Treasurer
Category
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES

Annual Budget
$ 390,122.00
Annual Budget

Actual Income
$ 183,538.08
Actual Expenses

% of Budget
47.0%
% of Budget

Christian Education

$ 41,952.00

$ 17,854.94

42.6%

Deacons

$ 1,800.00

$ 68.00

3.8%

$ 64,300.00

$ 36,361.36

56.5%

Pastoral Ministry

$ 121,819.16

$ 61,708.70

50.7%

Music

$ 39,299.83

$19,839.96

50.5%

Congregational Ministries

$ 59,420.00

$ 27,856.87

46.9%

Missions

$ 43,000.00

$ 22,183.61

51.6%

Miscellaneous Obligations

$ 7,455.06

$ 3,665.28

49.2%

Outreach Properties

$ 23,081.00

$ 10,303.57

44.6%

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 402,127.05

$ 199,842.29

49.7%

NET LOSS / INCOME

($ 12,005.05)

($ 16,304.17)

+ 135.8%

(does not include Deacons Fund)

Church Home
(Maintenance, utilities, cleaning, ins.)

(Secretary, office expenses, accountant)

(UBBC employee tax obligations)

As of June 30th, UBBC’s total income stands at 47% of what was budgeted for the halfway point of the year.
The primary reason for this 3% income shortfall is that Pledge Giving is off by $21,726. Total expenses
stand at 49.7%, very close to what was budgeted. The net result is that we have a cash loss of $16,304.
Because UBBC was already indebted to our Designated Funds for money we had to borrow during 2018, we
now owe a total of $26,084 back to our Designated Funds.
When the congregation approved a revised budget in April, it was mainly due to the generous response of
members and friends of UBBC who either increased their pledges or made pledges for the first time, as well
as the almost $5,000 reduction in expenses. Unfortunately, pledge giving is significantly behind again. If
we had to borrow from a bank instead of our own Designated Funds, we would be in worse shape, having to
pay interest on the borrowed money.
Trustees and members of the Coordinating Council are very concerned about this shortfall, especially with
the Capital Campaign starting soon for the much-anticipated and greatly-needed renovations to our church.
As your Treasurer for the last ten years, I ask that if you are behind in your pledges, please do your best to
get caught up. Or if you find it difficult to keep up with weekly pledges, consider an automatic deduction
from your bank account. And if you are fortunate to have sufficient funds, please consider increasing your
giving. UBBC’s generous support of many programs both here and abroad does so much good for so many
people.
7

University Baptist & Brethren Church
411 S. Burrowes St.
State College, PA 16801

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
State College, PA 16801

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

August
2019
Newsletter
Inside!

Our Mission…
Woven Together in love,
We seek like Jesus
To serve God’s world
Justly,
Simply,
Compassionately

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all
and meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we embrace
persons of every age, race, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, ethnic and religious background, and economic
means as vital and integral members of God’s family. We
welcome EVERYONE to participate in all aspects of the worship,
membership and life of our church.
UBBC Staff:
• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music
Phone: (814) 237-2708
Email: office@ubbcwelcome.org
www.ubbcwelcome.org

•
•

•

Phil Jones, Property Manager
Leona Foore, Organist
Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative Assistant

