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One Great Hour of Sharing is our opportunity to imagine a world in which God’s compassion is at work in 
the world every day.  In these days of conflict and chaos around the world, we must allow ourselves these 
moments to imagine just what our dollars can do.   

OGHS provides assistance in the following areas:  emergency relief, development projects, and refugee and 
immigration ministries.  Your gifts make it possible for prompt response to hurricanes, fires, floods, tornadoes, 
earthquakes, and cyclones.  Development projects such as providing a home and services for transition youth, 
women and girls empowerment programs, provision of medical/health programs to address cervical cancer in 
Tanzania and medicine in Nicaragua, anti-trafficking programs, food and shelter grants – just to name a few, 
in a long list of chronic needs being addressed around the world and nationally.  Refugee and immigration 
ministries include grants to organizations in six states.  Though the needs are great, OGHS serves people in 
over 80 countries around the world and is sponsored by eight Christian U.S. denominations and Church 
World Service. 

 May 12th, Mother’s Day, is the Sunday we will celebrate all those who have nurtured us by collecting gifts for 
those who One Great Hour of Sharing nurtures through their programs around the world.  Please give what 
you can and keep the work of One Great Hour of Sharing in your prayers.  Your gift to OGHS is being used to 
help people realize the life God intends for them - a new life that is more than they, or we, can imagine! 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 
ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.”  Amen.  
Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing  
More Than You Can Imagine 

May 12, 2019 
By Gail Addison Guss 
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This year’s Palm Sunday Peace Walk started at St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church and was supposed to meander 
through town and end at Congregation Brit Shalom with a 
tree planting.  The afternoon weather turned out to be 
dismal and rainy, so walkers stayed at St. Paul’s to hear 
speakers address overcoming the walls that divide us – 
walls of hatred, homelessness, isolation, and racism.   

Then the walkers drove to the synagogue to hear Sarah 
Malone address the final wall of antisemitism and to plant 
a tree as a gift of peace.  A beautiful redbud tree was 
already planted in front of the synagogue so the walkers 
added the finishing touch as they shoveled mulch around 
it.     

The Palm Sunday Peace Walk ended at Congregation Brit 
Shalom with a beautiful spirit of interfaith community.  
Sarah Malone’s words helped to create that spirit by 
confessing how Christians have persecuted and harmed 
Jews.  Quoting the prophet Jeremiah she went on to say, 

 “Oh, that my head were a spring of waters, and my eyes a 
fountain of tears, I would weep day and night for the slain of my 
people,” says the ancient prophet Jeremiah (9:1).  

… If there were any way that tears and love could wash away the hurt of centuries; …if there 
were any way that a fountain of tears, and another fountain of love, could melt away and 
dissolve the walls of fear, pain, shame and alienation built over centuries, that have kept, and 
still keep Christians and Jews from fully caring, nurturing, or cooperating with each other, we 
would shed those tears and we would pour out that love for you, our Jewish neighbors.  

So it is that we come to plant a living tree for you here at Congregation Brit Shalom – we come 
to plant the hope that it is a Tree of Life – and that it will symbolize a living and growing 
commitment, and a Covenant of Peace – to work together in loving kindness, however the 
Divine wills and gives us strength to do, to pluck out the roots of anti-Semitic falsehood, 
prejudice, violence, and hatred wherever we see them – and to do our best, as given ability, to 
protect you, our Jewish neighbors from these both now and in the future. 

I am grateful to be a part of the ecumenical and interfaith communities here in State College.  May 
God continue to bless our efforts and call us to new areas of work and service together.   

Now I have to drive by the synagogue and witness the redbud blooming with peace. 

 

Bonnie 
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UBBC News 

 

How full is your bucket? 
By Ellen Will 

 
What may seem like an ordinary five gallon bucket to most people 
can be the foundation of hope and help to those whose lives are 
turned upside-down after a natural disaster. Church World Service, 
a global faith-based organization, coordinates the distribution of 
Emergency Kits around the world. Some kits contain school 
supplies for impoverished children or hygiene essentials for 
displaced persons. One of their more recognizable kits is the five 
gallon bucket containing clean-up supplies for families devastated 
by natural disasters. In 2018, over 174,000 Emergency Kits and 
Blankets were distributed around the world with 26,916 Clean-Up 
Kits shipped to disaster areas within the US and Puerto Rico. 
Because of the large number of areas affected by natural disasters in 
2018 (hurricanes, floods, wildfires), CWS is low on their reserve 
supply of these emergency kits. This spring the UBBC community 
has an opportunity to contribute materials for Clean-Up Kits, 
buckets of cleaning supplies, as a spring mission project. More 
information on how you can contribute will be presented during Children’s Time later in May. Questions 
about the project can be directed to Ellen Will, ellenewill@gmail.com. 
https://cwsglobal.org/  
https://cwskits.org/  
https://cwskits.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CWSShippingReport-Draft.pdf  
 

As the Sanctuary Choir 
and children’s music 
groups enjoy a well 
deserved break from 
their regular musical 
offerings during 
worship, I extend a 
warm invitation to all members of the 
congregation to consider sharing their musical 
talents during the summer, from June 16th to 
September 1st. We welcome all ages and 
stages, and you can offer one piece or as many 
as three. If you have ideas of musicians you 
would like us to invite who are not 
congregation members, do not hesitate to let 
me know.  
 
Interested? Have questions? Contact Chris 
Kiver at caqk272psu.edu or 814-235-4864. 
 

Save the Date! 
 

Outdoor Worship 
 

Camp Blue Diamond 
 

June 2, 2019 
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UBBC Budget Update 
By Steve Carpenter 

 
At the April 14th business meeting, the 
congregation approved a revised 2019 
budget that significantly reduced the 
budgeted deficit for 2019 from $42,648 to 
$12,005. The significant reduction in the 
budget deficit was principally due to: 

• $3,000 increase in previous year 
pledge contributions  

• $23,820 increase in 2019 pledges 
• $4,700 reduction in specific 2019 

expenses 

We are particularly grateful to those that 
increased their pledges or made pledges for 
the first time. These pledges along with the 
non-pledge contributions provide about 
76% of the income for the church with the 
remainder coming principally from the 
rental of the UBBC building to Our 
Childrens’ Center and the outreach 
properties to several non-profit 
organizations. In total, this income 
supports the operations of the church and 
the wide array of programs that benefit so 
many people. 

 

 

Fellowship Teams: 2019 
Summer and Fall Schedule 

By Ellen Nagy  

Thank you to all the members of our Fellowship 
Teams who have volunteered their time and 
talents to help make our Sunday morning 
fellowship time run smoothly. This list of 
volunteers includes our Team Communicators 
who line-up volunteers each month, and then all 
the Team members who handle ushering, making 
coffee, bringing snacks, setting-up the Fellowship 
Hall, or serving on the clean-up crew.  You have 
all made our time together more enjoyable!  

We have a few changes to share with you. We 
are sorry to report that Team 5 leader Chloe 
House is stepping down due to a very busy 
schedule, but happy to tell you that Tom Cook 
has volunteered to lead Team 5. There may also 
be some changes in team membership as we try 
to better balance the five teams.  

If you are not on a Fellowship Team but would 
like to be, or if you haven’t been able to 
participate on a Team during the winter months 
but can help during the summer, please contact 
me at 861-4325 or carlandellen@comcast.net. 
We would definitely appreciate your help! 
 
June 2  Team 4 – Rebekah Carswell   
June 9  Team 4 – Rebekah Carswell    
June 16 Team 4 – Rebekah Carswell 
June 23 Team 5 – Thomas Cook 
June 30  Team 5 – Thomas Cook 
 

July 7  Team 5 – Thomas Cook 
July 14 Team 3 – Jean Yeatman 
July 21 Team 3 – Jean Yeatman 
July 28 Team 1 – Ellen Nagy 
 

August 4 Team 1 – Ellen Nagy 
August 11 Team 1 – Ellen Nagy 
August 18 Team 2 – Marjie Nye 
August 25 Team 2 – Marjie Nye 
 

UBBC News Cont. 
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May 
Adult Forums 

 

May 5 
TBA 

 
May 12 

  Judy Swisher 
 PA Prison Society  

 
May 19 

Special Business Meeting 
Facility Study Committee 

 
May 26 

Memorial Day Weekend 
(No Adult Forum) 

 
 

Generation to Generation Outings  

• Fun at Diamond Valley Lodge on Sunday, May 26th 
at 2:00 pm – hosted by the Dreyer Family.  Diamond 
Valley Lodge is near Camp Blue Diamond (directions 
will be emailed out ahead of time).  During our time 
at the camp we will be fishing, swimming, playing 
games, exploring, herping for cool critters, making a 
campfire, enjoying a BBQ dinner and s’mores, and 
singing songs.  There is a pond on site, so pack a 
swimsuit, towel, extra clothes, extra shoes for 
water/mud, fishing poles & nets.  Please also bring a 
water bottle & snack, as well as something simple and 
yummy to share for dinner.  More information to 
follow. 

• Camping in Cape May, NJ, September 21-23, 2019 
These events are open to all. For more information or to 
sign up for an event, please contact Karen Moser at 
karen@ubbcwelcome.org. 

High School and College Graduates 

We will be recognizing high school and college 
graduates from our congregation on Sunday, May 
19th during Worship. Please contact Karen Moser 

with names of college graduates at 
karen@ubbcwelcome.org 

Christian Education 

 

G2O 

 

Camp Blue Diamond 
Upcoming Events 

Senior Adult Day, May 31 

Summer Camp, June 1 – July 26  

Brethren Golf Open, August 13 

Family Camp, August 16-18 
 

For more information about the above 
events including registration times  

and costs, please contact  
Camp Blue Diamond at 

www.campbluediamond.org 
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Community News 

Community Diversity Conference 
June 11, 2019 

Penn Stater Conference Center & Hotel 

Conference Participants will havea the opportunity to: 

ENGAGE in dialogues and selfawareness exercises that will improve multicultural competence 

ENHANCE personal and professional skills as it pertains to comminiting across differeces 

EXPLORE dimensions of diversity, social justice terminology, and learn how to iterrupt bias 

Registration for the full day conference is $65 per person. Please register online before May 15th.  
Use the following link: http://communitydiversitygroup.squarespace.com/new-page-1 

 

May is an important time for fund raising in Centre County.  
It brings us two opportunities to support our partners at 
Interfaith Human Services in their good work for needy 
people. On May 7-8 Centre Gives offers an on-line fund-
raising event for a host of Centre County non-profits. Each 
group can earn a grant from the Centre Foundation, based on 
how much is pledged to them during this 36-hour drive. 
Many other groups will be participating, but we hope that you 
will make IHS one of your top priorities. It’s is a great chance 
to make your money go further! 

But wait, there’s more! On Mother’s Day weekend, May 11-12, a number of restaurants in the 
area will be supporting IHS in various ways. For example Hoss’s will donate a percentage of your 
bill if you present the attached coupon when you eat there that weekend. Just print the coupon and 
bring it with you.   

OR, go to these two web sites (www.32auctions.com/ihs for State College restaurants, 
www.32auctions.com/ihs-2 for Bellefonte restaurants) to bid on gift cards from several area eating 
places. Hurry, because the auction closes on May 10.  

Thank you for all the ways you help our Centre County neighbors in need.  
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Pastor’s Page 

Community News Cont. 

8th Annual PA to DC Bike Trip 
Pennsylvania Interfaith Power and Light is a network 
of Pennsylvania congregations, organizations, and 
individuals who believe that climate change is a moral 
and theological issue.  We pray, preach, educate, 
advocate, care for God’s creation, and lift-up the voices 
of the vulnerable who feel the effects of climate change 
most severely. For the last 7 years, we have had a group 
of intrepid cyclists pedal from State College, and now 
also Philadelphia to Washington D.C. as a public 
display of our commitment and in order to meet our 
elected officials on Capitol Hill.  

This year, riders will again start in State College or 
Philadelphia, riding from May 10-15, 2019. We invite 
you to participate in two ways. You can Pave the Way 
with Prayer by sending prayers. 

They need your help and support. Pave the way with 
prayer. Send your hopes for our future, share a prayer, an image or a poem sharing your moral 
imagination. We will share your submissions where they will inspire others, and cyclists will carry 
your prayers in their panniers, sharing them with our elected officials in Washington. 

Prayer is powerful. It helps get things done.  
All ages and faiths can participate in this activity. It’s a great activity for religious education classes, 
gatherings before or after worship, prayer groups, or for groups of family and friends. Send out an 
invitation to those you hope will join you, and download the flier that will give you all the details. 

We also ask that you consider a donation to PA IPL. We run on a shoestring budget, have a 
dedicated part-time staff, our mission is huge, and we need to hire more help.  

To do either, enter paipl.us and it will bring you to our present “front page” with a description of 
how to send prayers and a donate button. Scroll down to read biographies of cyclists, learn about 
the launch of the rides on May 10 etc. Any questions, please contact Greg Williams, 215-242-0854, 
wacmbook@aol.com.  

2019 Rider Profile: Casey Cook 

http://paipl.us/2019/04/24/2019-rider-profile-
casey-cook/ 



 

 

 

 
University Baptist & Brethren Church 
411 S. Burrowes St. 
State College, PA 16801 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 
Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

State College, PA 16801 
Permit No. 121 

UBBC Staff: 

• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor 
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed 
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music 

 

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered 
to all and meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we 
embrace persons of every age, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity and expression, ethnic and religious 
background, and economic means as vital and integral 

members of God’s family.  We welcome EVERYONE to 
participate in all aspects of the worship, membership and 

life of our church. 
 

Our Mission… 
Woven Together in love, 

We seek like Jesus 
To serve God’s world, 

Justly, 
Simply, 

Compassionately 

• Phil Jones, Property Manager 
• Leona Foore, Organist 
• Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative Assistant 

 


