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Annual UBBC
Coffee House
Saturday, March 16th
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Calling all jokesters, magicians, jugglers,
poets, musicians, twirlers, dancers, and those who just
want to be entertained! Mark your calendars for the
annual UBBC Coffee House to be held March 16th from
7-9 pm in the fellowship hall! Admission is free, bring a
sweet or savory snack to share! Hot Chocolate, Tea,
and Coffee will be available.
Please sign up to perform via this Sign Up Genius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0849a5ae2daa8-coffee2.
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I have this gnawing feeling that Christianity is losing ground,
or if I’m perfectly honest, the feeling is that Christianity is
losing relevance. This feeling surfaces in many questions and
experiences I have as your pastor.
•
•
•
•

•

What does it mean to be a Christian these days?
Is the language of the faith useful?
Do our rituals and practices draw people closer to God?
To each other, or the world?
What about worship? The hymns we sing, the language
we use for prayer, sermons – are they helpful for
spiritual growth?
Are we offering our children and youth tools that will
help them navigate life and live with the mysteries of
faith?

Pastor’s
Page

These are the kind of questions that challenge me in my work every day. They are also the questions that
guided my choice of Marcus Borg’s book The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith, to use for this
year’s Lenten sermon series.
In the preface to his book, Borg writes,
“What is the heart of Christianity? What does it mean to be Christian today? In this book, I describe two quite
different answers to this question. The first is an earlier vision of Christianity; the second, an emerging vision. Both
are present in the churches of North America today, deeply dividing Christians. We live in a time of conflict and
change in the church….For some time now I have been convinced that there are no serious intellectual obstacles to
being Christian. There is a way of seeing Christianity that makes persuasive and compelling sense of life in the
broadest sense – a way of seeing reality and our lives in relation to what is real; a way of seeing God, our relationship
to God, and the path of transformation. The sacrifice that Christianity asks of us is not ultimately a sacrifice of
intellect.”
My sermons will focus on part two of the book, here Borg takes a look at the Christian life. I’m actually
using his chapter titles for my sermon titles: Born Again: A New Heart; The Kingdom of God: The Heart
of Justice; Thin Places: Opening the Heart; Sin and Salvation: Transforming the Heart; and The Heart of
the Matter: Practice. These will help us hash through some of the issues that divide Christians today.
While I’m preaching, Bob Neff and Ken Kline Smeltzer will also be using Borg’s book to lead the Adult
Forums starting March 10 – April 7. I think the sermons and the Forums will provide a wonderful
opportunity to delve into our questions, our uneasiness, our passion and concerns about Christianity. I
anticipate some lively, important discussions for this Lenten journey. I hope you’ll participate.

Bonnie
In our Church Family
Christian Sympathy is extended to the following members:
Leona Foore and family upon the death of her brother, Gilbert Glenn, who died January 17th.
Family and Friends of Barbara Palmer, who died January 20th.
Mark & Sheridan Miyamoto and family upon the death of Sheridan’s mother, Mary Whalen,
who died on February 2nd.
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For many years, Centre Safe (formerly Centre
County Women’s Resource Center) has been a local
mission that UBBC supports with dollars and
subsidized housing. The following excerpt comes
from Jordan Gibby, Prevention Educator, at Centre
Safe in a column entitled “Helping Hands” in the
Centre Daily Times. His thorough description of the
history, mission, and current work of Centre Safe
are most informative.
“For over 40 years, Centre Safe has provided confidential, free services for victims/survivors of
domestic and sexual violence. It started in 1975 as a grassroots effort—women bonding together and
offering help with challenges they faced. They met in a one-room space that offered resources,
including social support, a lending library, and opportunities for personal and professional
development. Although much has changed, the spirit of those early organizers’ efforts to empower
women remains alive within Centre Safe today.
Centre Safe has offered several crucial services since those early years. It operates a 24-hour crisis
hotline with trained crisis counselors/advocates (staff and numerous volunteers) providing support. Its
emergency shelter provides short-term housing for victims, and its transitional housing program aids
survivors with establishing housing security through longer-term financial and emotional support.
Centre Safe advocates and holds daytime counseling meetings, facilitates support groups, and
accompanies victims seeking medical and forensic examinations at the hospital.
Over time, Centre Safe services have expanded greatly to further empower survivors in various aspects
of their recovery. Legal advocates provide emotional support throughout complex legal proceedings
and can aid in filing protection orders; staff attorneys offer free representation for victims in certain
family law, Title IX, and immigration cases; and staff supervise safe custody exchanges and parental
visits for families with a history of abuse at the Centre County Child Access Center.
In addition to empowering survivors, Centre Safe’s mission points toward eliminating violence in the
future. Throughout its history, Centre Safe has engaged in the prevention of violence through public
policy advocacy, awareness campaigns, and educational programs. Today, Centre Safe offers violenceprevention educational programs for professionals, schools, and community groups. We all have a
responsibility to work to prevent violence in our community.” (Gibby, 2018)
UBBC has partnered with Centre Safe to help them provide these critical services to our community
through our financial support, housing support, and prayer. For more information about the program
or the path to volunteering, see the Mission bulletin board in the social hall through the month of
March.
Gibby, J.G. (2018, October 1). “Another Key Moment in our history: CCWRC changes name.”
Retrieved from https://www.centredaily.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/articles2193020.html.
Gail Addison Guss
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2019 Souper Bowl of Caring
Championship Results
Congratulations to the Chicken Corn Rivel Rivals - Team
Carswell for their successful win at the Souper Bowl of
Caring Championship dinner! With over 40 fans in
attendance, a final total score of $822.00 was raised for
the Lions Pantry food bank at Penn State. Thanks to all
for your generous support and contributions to another
fun event!

Out of the Cold Centre County
Out of the Cold Centre County will be holding it's
annual fundraising dinner on Tuesday, March 19th at 6pm at the
Penn Stater. If you are interested in attending, please reach out to
Sarah Potter, Paul Moser, or Phil Jones. If you can’t make the
dinner, your donations to this important work are welcome at
any time. For more information on donations and volunteering,
you can contact OOTC3 directly at ootccentreco@gmail.com.
Quick Facts for Out of the Cold Centre County
Season 1, 2011-2012: 2 guest per night average; 28 different people; 197 cots filled
Season 7, 2017-2018: 13 guest per night average; 118 different people; 2,473 cots filled
This winter there are often over 20 guests per night.
Coming up in April will be UBBC’s opportunity to host OOTC3. We will need plenty of volunteers to make a meal, stay overnight, transport supplies and more.
Please use this link to volunteer:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f45a9ad2ba5fa7-outofthe
There will be a training session for any new volunteers later in March.
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Stay tuned!
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Adult Forums
March 3
Tirzah Gibboney
Director of Bridge of Hope

Christian
Education

Lenten Series
March 10 – April 7
Robert Neff & Ken Kline Smeltzer
The Heart of Christianity:
Rediscovering a Life of Faith
by Marcus Borg
April 14
Spring Business Meeting

2019 Young Adult Conference
Camp Blue Diamond
May 24-26, 2019
The theme is Enflame us with your love; Empower
us with your spirit! Young Adult Conference
offers people ages 18-35 a chance to enjoy
fellowship, worship, recreation, Bible study,
service projects and more.
•
•

•

Registration is $150 and includes food,
lodging, and programming.
UBBC has scholarships available, please
contact Karen Moser
at karen@ubbcwelcome.org.
Sign up at this
link: http://www.brethren.org/yac/.

Children’s Worship
During Lent
We will have Children’s Worship
during Lent. The theme is Kids As
Peacemakers. All children in preschool
through 5th grade are welcome to join us
after Children’s Time each Sunday in
room 302 from 10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
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Camp Blue Diamond
campbluediamond.org
Jr. Retreat, grades 3- 5, March 1-2nd
Annual Dinner, March 22-23 rd
Spring Work Day, April 6th
Quilt & Craft Camp, April 26-28th
Father & Son Retreat, May 4-5th
Senior Adult Day, May 31
For more information about the above
events including registration times
and costs, please contact
Camp Blue Diamond.

Camp Blue Diamond Annual Dinner
Friday, March 22nd at 6 p.m., & Saturday, March 23rd at 5 p.m.
Support Camp Blue Diamond by purchasing a ticket for their annual fundraising dinner!
Come and enjoy a fun relaxing evening with a delicious roast beef dinner and entertainment by
Joseph Helfrich. Waiters from UBBC will be Shirley & Ray Fye and Kristin Dreyer, all of
whom have tickets to sell. The ticket price is $50 per person. Please direct questions to any of
our UBBC waiters. Don’t miss out on this fun opportunity to support this wonderful camp!

Peace in Our Land: Toward a World Without Violence
July 15-20, 2019 • Unibautista • Cali, Colombia
We invite you to join us for the 2019 Global Baptist Peace Conference in Cali, Colombia! The
conference is open to everyone and anyone interested in peacemaking and will also serve as the 2019
Summer Conference for BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz. During our time together, we will build on
the important work of Baptists engaged in peacemaking processes around the globe and equip those
engaged in ecumenical and interfaith peacebuilding around the world. The 2019 theme, Peace in Our
Land: Toward a World Without Violence, will provide an overarching guide for the week. With
Colombia as the location, we will especially recognize the extraordinary accomplishments of the
Colombian Peace Accord, and attendees will be able to learn from the successes and setbacks of this
peace process. Past global conferences have sparked a considerable amount of grassroots peace work,
strengthened ecumenical and interfaith peacebuilding on a global level, and led to the creation of
several regional peace networks. We can’t wait to see what Cali will bring!
Visit www.globalbaptistpeace2019.org to learn more, register, and apply for scholarships.
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3rd Way Collective Fundraising Dinner
Thursday, March 14, 2019 – 5:30 p.m.
UBBC Fellowship Hall
Penn State students who attended 3rd Way Collective’s Spring Break pilgrimage
to the USA/Mexico border in Arizona will be preparing the meal on March
14th. Join them to hear about their journey, learn about what they discovered
about life on the border, and bring along some money to help support the local
non-profit organizations they interacted with who are serving along the border.
This trip was a collaboration between 3rd Way Collective, Lutheran Campus
Ministry, Wesley PSU, and Westminster Presbyterian Fellowship.

Austin Channing Brown
March 28, 2019 – 7:00 p.m.
Pasquerilla Spiritual Center

Save the Date
Sunday
April 14th
3 p.m.

Austin Channing Brown is a leading new
voice on radical justice, and author of I’m
Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made
for Whiteness. Austin is committed to
exploring the intersections of racial justice,
faith and black womanhood. For more
details, visit:
https://www.facebook.com/events/2064513
407135031/
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Our Mission…
Woven Together in love,
We seek like Jesus
To serve God’s world,
Justly,
Simply,
Compassionately
Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered
to all and meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we
embrace persons of every age, race, sexual orientation,
gender identity and expression, ethnic and religious
background, and economic means as vital and integral
members of God’s family. We welcome EVERYONE to
participate in all aspects of the worship, membership and
life of our church.

UBBC Staff:
•
•
•

Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor
Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed
Christopher Kiver, Director of Music

•
•
•

Phil Jones, Property Manager
Leona Foore, Organist
Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative Assistant

