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Generous Gifts Abound…The Alternative Christmas Fair 2018 
 

The UBBC congregation and community members were most generous with their 
donations of time and money this year making the Alternative Christmas Fair a huge 
success.  During December 2018 we raised a total of $43,660 for 26 social service 
agencies in which 100% of the money has been distributed to the participating charities 
in the amounts requested by the giver. The contributions are much needed funds for the 
agencies so that they may do their important social work for our communities. Besides the 
donations raised, the non-profit agencies had the opportunity through the ACF for people to people contact talking 
about their work and recruiting volunteers, a valuable aspect of the event. The Children’s Fair, on the third floor, 
the fun place to be, raised $175 for the Save the Children fund. 

The hard working kitchen crew served a lot of delicious soup and sandwiches, raising $1,348 for the 2019 ACF 
operating expenses. A huge thank you to the hardworking ACF committee: Jean Yeatman - publicity; Deb Ritter - 
kitchen; Marjie Nye and Sylvia Neely - cashiers;  David Beyerle – treasurer/accountant; Lucy Loomis - greeters; 
Jean Morrow – social media; Jean Hill – decorations; Paul Carswell – unloaders; Tom Cook and Paul Moser – set-
up & clean-up; Susan Beyerle – ACF Sunday after.  Also, thank you to everyone who enthusiastically helped the 
committees. 

I would like to express a special gratification to King Printing who every year donates the printing of the donation 
forms in honor of Tom King.  King Printing has been most generous and helpful with keeping the costs of the 
ACF down. 

Thank you for making this a very charitable year and keeping a warm light glowing! 

Cynthia Carpenter and Gail Guss 

Raised 

$43,660 
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January/February 2019 Pastor’s Page 

As a new year begins at UBBC join me in welcoming four new members.  Dan and Gail Guss, 
Ellen Nagy and Ellen took vows of membership in worship December 16, 2018.  It was a joy 
to receive them into membership.  Here are the introductions I shared with the congregation. 

Dan and Gail Guss have three grown children, two sons and a daughter.  Dan is an 
environmental engineer.  Before retiring he was the Vice President and Chief Engineer of 
Krofta Engineering a small company in Massachusetts that cleaned water and industrial pollution.  When the 
family returned to State College Dan worked at Uni-Tech which addressed municipal environmental concerns.  
Dan enjoys running, canoeing, hiking, cross country skiing and working out at the gym.  He also plays the flute.  
Dan was raised in Grace Lutheran Church here in State College. 

Gail was born, raised, and married in the Episcopal Church here in State College.  During the 28 years Gail and 
Dan lived in Massachusetts, Gail was a pre-school teacher in independent schools, and eventually a Head of 
School for a preschool – 5th grade school.  For fun, Gail enjoys attending Penn State sporting events with Dan – 
football, wrestling, ice hockey, and soccer.  Gail enjoys reading, is a quilter, and plays hammer dulcimer and piano 
for personal enjoyment.  Gail and Dan come to UBBC from State College Presbyterian Church and are received 
today by reaffirmation of faith. 

Ellen Nagy began her work life teaching English for several years, being a substitute teacher, and then serving as 
Director of a Child Care Center.  She worked as the Marketing and Public Relations Director for the Visiting 
Nurses Association, the Cancer Institute (her favorite job), and then in the Student Health Center at Penn State.  
Ellen served on the School Board and loves following politics and government affairs.  In addition to all things 
Irish, Ellen likes to travel, but the best thing of all is being with her grandchildren.  Ellen was raised Roman 
Catholic and attended parochial schools through high school.  She comes to UBBC affirming her faith as an adult. 

Ellen Will celebrated her 16th wedding anniversary with Thad on Friday, and they have two sons, Jacob and Nate.  
Ellen is one of the Program Directors at Shavers Creek Environmental Center, which is part of the Outreach Unit 
at Penn State.  For 19 years Ellen has been responsible for the Outdoor School held at Camp Blue Diamond.  
Ellen enjoys reading, sewing, making beaded jewelry, and tending her small vegetable garden.  She also enjoys 
going on “adventures” with the boys.  Raised in the Episcopal Church Ellen comes to UBBC affirming her faith 
as an adult. 

Receiving new members is also an opportunity for all of us to consider renewing our commitment to Christ and 
the Church.  Below you will find the Membership Vows these four, people pledged.  As a new year begins, I invite 
you to consider renewing these vows. 

Knowing that Christians never fully arrive, but are always in the process of becoming, do you now reaffirm 
your faith in Jesus Christ as the revealer of God's love and purpose in the world?     "I do." 

Believing that Christianity is experienced in a faith community that supports and strengthens us in times of 
weakness and doubt, and that learns from us as we learn from it, do you promise to live and share with us in the 
bonds of Christian fellowship?       "I do." 

Recognizing that the church is organized to fulfill its mission, will you worship, serve, and share in the 
program of UBBC by your prayers, regular attendance, loyal service and outreach, and faithful stewardship?   

 "I will."       

 Bonnie  
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January/February 2019 

UBBC 2018 Recaps 

 
 
 

George Etzweiler and Susan Beyerle thank the church for their support and 
wonderful cheering for their participation in the "Over the Edge" campaign for 
Interfaith Human Services and FaithCentre.  Both of us descended successfully 
from the top of the Fraser Center/ Hyatt Plaza (about 150 feet).  I thought it 
was wonderfully exhilarating and truly a lot of fun. George had a big smile on 
his face and was interviewed like a rock star for becoming the US 
"Over the Edge" age record setter.  The charities were so pleased with the funds 
raised - over $85,000 total that they will split. Thank you very much for your generosity. – Susan Beyerle 

On October 21, 2018, UBBC was delighted to host the 
35th annual State College CROP Walk supporting 
Church World Service and the State College Food Bank. 
Walkers gathered in both the Fellowship Hall and the 
Fireside Room for activities and conversation prior to 
the walk. The event raised over $18,000 (as of 
November 5), with 25% going to the State College Food 
Bank. UBBC members and friends, sporting their Tie-
Dyed shirts, helped with set-up, creating and running 
games, directing visitors, and of course clean up. We 
contributed about 20 walkers as well as having the 
House family staff the water station on Easterly 
Parkway. Our financial 
contribution to the walk 
was $2,551. Thank you to 
everyone who 
volunteered, walked and 
donated to the CROP 
Walk! The 2019 walk will 
be at Grace Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, 
October 13th. – Ellen Will 

35th Annual Crop Walk 

Over the Edge 

Special Mission 
Offering 

 

UBBC collected 
$1, 397  

in support of 
Disaster Relief 
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January/February 2019  

New Community Project Learning Tours 

New Community Project Learning Tours provide an opportunity to join a like-minded group for a spirited and 
spiritually uplifting visit to another part of the world. These trips are for both youth and "old people"--they're 
inter-generational experiences intended to challenge, change and renew us, while building relationships with our 
neighbors and a better appreciation for our amazing planet. 

UBBC encourages members of the congregation to take part in learning and mission trips.  The UBBC Board of 
Missions budget includes both a direct contribution to the New Community Project as well as funds to 
contribute to congregation members participating in these exciting trips. 

These tours will take you to places where earth and its people are struggling. Whether it's the rainforest, the 
Arctic, or places where people live in poverty and desperation, you'll have a first-hand look at troubling situations 
as well as the resilience and determination of those who live there--and in the process have the experience of a 
lifetime! 

Learning Tour goals: 

    Gain understanding of the challenges facing our neighbors and our planet 

    Learn about ways our world is connected to the rest of the world economically, environmentally, culturally 

    Give and receive support as we deal with challenges within our respective societies 

    Build community with other Learning Tour participants and with those we visit 

    Return home better equipped to be a voice for justice and peace in our world 

Destinations over the next 15 months include: Myanmar, East Africa, Ecuadorian Amazon, Navajo Reservation 
New Mexico, Dominican Republic, Denali Alaska, and Nepal. 

Living conditions while travelling are meant to be simple but accessible to anyone in good health and with 
adequate mobility. Great care is taken in food preparation, providing clean water and other aspects personal 
hygiene to insure a safe trip and a good experience. Some trips require more walking than others; on the 
occasional trips where physical labor is involved, personal abilities and limits are respected. On all trips, 
participants are invited to reflect on questions of lifestyle, justice, environmental sustainability, and what it takes 
to keep hope alive in seemingly hopeless situations. While visits often provide much-needed solidarity for those 
visited, participants typically feel that they've gained more than they've given. Travelers come home challenged 
and renewed, seeking ways to live more responsibly with our neighbors and more respectfully toward our earth.  

NCP hopes for inter-generational groups for each Learning Tour.  Past trips have included folks from high 
school sophomores (and sometimes younger when accompanied by an adult) to senior citizens.  

Please visit the NCP website for more info: 
https://www.newcommunityproject.org/learningtours.shtml 

Regards-  

Thomas J. Cook  

Mission of the Month 

4 



 

 

5 

5 

January/February 2019 

Out of the Cold 
December 4 to 18 

Christian Education 

Generation to Generation Outings  
Game Night 

Saturday, February 23rd at 7 – 9 p.m. 
 

Suffering from Cabin Fever? We’ve got the solution! Get 
your GAME ON! Join us in the Fireside Room for some 
game-playing, dice-rolling, and merriment making. Drinks 
& some games will be provided. Please bring a snack, and 
a game to share. Come for as long as you like, leave when 

you need to; we’ll just be happy to have you.  
So dust off your board games and  

Get Your Game ON! 

  6th: “Resolutions are Fine, but Action Plans are Better” 
13th:   Ben Wideman, 3rd Way Collective 
20th:   Mark Kissling, Listen & discuss MLK's "Beyond 

Vietnam" speech  
27th:   Annual UBBC Business Meeting, No Adult Forum • District Youth Retreat: grades 9-12 

January 9-11, 2019 
• Jr-High Retreat: grades 6-8  

February 8-10, 2019 
• Junior Retreat: grades 3-5 

March 1-2, 2019 

January Adult Forum 

Camp Blue Diamond 
Retreats 

2019 

The Church of the Brethren offers work camp 
experiences for all ages: middle & high school 
youth, young adults, intergenerational, and seniors. 
If you’re interested, please review the information 
on the following website:  
http://www.brethren.org/workcamps/schedule/. 

Work Camp 
Experiences 
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January/February 2019 

Kicking Off the 2019 Souper Bowl of Caring 
 
The 4th annual Souper Bowl of Caring playoff competition at UBBC 
stands to be both the most exciting, fun, and tasty event yet!  In 
addition to raising funds to defeat food insecurity for students in our 
local area, UBBC youth are excited about the chance to take possession 
of the famous trophy for a year.  Six Soup Teams registered immediately, 
and all are currently practicing hard and perfecting their recipes for the 
challenge.  Members of the congregation are invited to join the fun by 
adding points to the final score of their favorite Soup Team – while supporting this important mission project at 
the same time.  Here are the details – mark your calendar! 
 
Sunday, January 27th:  Souper Bowl of Caring Playoffs during Fellowship Time 

The top two Soup Teams that receive the greatest amount of cash ($) points will advance to the 
Championship at Thursday night dinner.  

 
Thursday, January 31st, 5:30PM: The 2019 UBBC Souper Bowl of Caring Championship Dinner 

In addition to a full meal of yum hosted by youth families, each attendee will cheer for their favorite Soup 
Team by adding one point to their score.  ($5 adults, $3 children, PSU students free) 

 
All funds collected at both 2019 events will be combined into a single donation to the Lion’s Pantry at Penn State.   
 
URL for the link to the Lion’s Pantry article in Penn State News above: 
https://news.psu.edu/story/550699/2018/12/06/campus-life/lion%E2%80%99s-pantry-continues-food-
insecurity-support-during-

UBBC News 

Food and Faith Discussion Group 
This winter we will be holding a unique discussion group, titled Food & Faith. How does your food and 
faith connect? How can we become more responsible consumers and caretakers of the earth by simple 
changes in our shopping and eating choices? If you love good food and good discussion, please consider 
joining us! 

 We will be using the book, Food & Faith: Justice, Joy and Daily Bread. We are planning to meet four times. 
If you are interested, please reach out to Sarah Potter at peacepotter@gmail.com. 
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January/February 2019 

January           Team 3 – Jean Yeatman 

February         Team 4 – Rebekah Carswell 

March             Team 5 – Chloe House 

April               Team 1 – Ellen Nagy 

May                Team 2 – Marjie Nye 

UBBC News cont. 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the following members: 
  

Carla Proby and family upon the death of Carla’s father, Curtis Wellington Price. 

Robin Lallement and family upon the death of Robin’s mother, Nettie Wormuth. 

Keith Oldham and family upon the death of Keith’s father, Carl Oldham. 

The Facilities Study Committee continues our work as the consultant Jay Frost conducted interviews in 
December with numerous UBBC members and friends about their perspectives on the proposed 
facilities renovation project. The project was initially reviewed in congregational meetings in May and 
June 2018 followed by a Special Business Meeting in September that provided strong support to engage 
the consultant.  We greatly appreciate all of the input that Jay received. Jay is currently compiling that 
information and preparing his report. This report should give us significant insight into the 
congregation’s interest and capacity to support the proposed facility improvements. We plan to present 
Jay’s report to the congregation at a Special Business Meeting this spring to determine the appropriate 
direction for the activity. 
 
Thanks to all who participated in this study process. 
 
The Facilities Study Committee and Finance Subcommittee 

Fellowship Teams 

A Campaign for Renewal 

In our Church Family 
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Our Mission… 
Woven Together in love, 

We seek like Jesus 
To serve God’s world 

Justly, 
Simply, 

Compassionately 

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant 
to be shared and celebrated by all, we embrace persons of every age, race, 

sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, ethnic and religious 
background, and economic means as vital and integral members of God’s 

family.  We welcome EVERYONE to participate in all aspects of the 
worship, membership and life of our church. 

• Phil Jones, Property Manager 
• Leona Foore, Organist 
• Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative 

UBBC Staff: 

• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor 
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed 
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music 

 


