
 
In 2012, the UBBC family was 
introduced to Shito Abdisa, a 9 year 
old Ethiopian boy, who represents 
our commitment to Save the Children. Save 
the Children is an international agency working to 
bring educational opportunities, clean water, medical care and 
more to vulnerable populations in 24 countries, including the United 
States. Shito is now 15 years old and attending school thanks to the 
support his community of Ambo receives from Save the Children. For 
many years we met our obligation to Save the Children through the 
offering children brought to their own Children's Worship, as well as any 
donations collected from the Children’s Fair during Alternative Christmas 
Fair. We haven’t had Children’s Worship for several years now and the 
donations to Children’s Fair are not enough to meet our obligation, which 
is about $336 a year and not part of the Board of Christian Education 
budget as it was meant to be obtained through offerings. To bring 
attention to our Save the Children commitment, we will re-introduce 
Shito to the UBBC community on April 7th during Children’s Time and 
the elementary school children and their families will be hosting a special 
Thursday Night Dinner on April 11th to raise the balance of the funds 
needed to fulfill our pledge. Please join us for dinner - perhaps there will 
be Ethiopian dishes to enjoy!   

 

University Baptist & Brethren Church 
April 2019 

 

UBBC News 

Inside this issue: 

Page 2 

Pastor’s Page 

Page 3 

Holy Week 

Page 4 

Love Feast 

Page 5 

Christian Ed 

Page 6 

Mission of the 
Month 

Page 7 

Community News 

Save the Children 
A Board of Christian Education 

Commitment 
 

by Ellen Will 
 



 

 2 

April  2019 
 

 

Whenever I visit our senior members who can no longer come to worship, I’m always asked, “What’s 
new at church?” or “What’s going on at UBBC?”  In recent visits I found myself saying, “We are very 
busy right now.  Staff are redesigning the church website, holding a Youth 
Explorers class, and then there’s all the work happening with the Facilities 
Development.  There’s a lot going on!”   

So, when it came to writing this month’s pastor’s page I was coming up 
empty, that is until I turned to a book a colleague shared with me recently.  
Carol Gilger is the editor of 99 Prayers Your Church Needs [BUT DOESN’T 
KNOW IT YET]: Prayers for Unpredictable and Unusual Times.  In the 
Introduction Gilger writes, “…in this book you will find prayers for 
unexpected circumstances from the deeply troubling to the truly celebratory 
and those times in between. 

As I flipped through the book’s pages I found a prayer that speaks to the 
time UBBC is facing.  The title of the prayer is, Your congregation is 
considering a building remodel and was written by Rev. Melissa St. Clair, Sr. 
Minister at Heart of the Rockies Christian Church in Fort Collins, CO. 

Everything we have comes from you, God. 
you’ve entrusted us with this world and all that’s in it. 
 
More than just walls, 
you’ve given us a habitat for the holy. 
 
Guide us now in our discernment, 
that we might want what you want. 
 
Give us eyes to see your vision for this place 
and for us, your people. 
 
Grant us a glimpse 
into your holy imagination, 
that we might look beyond ourselves. 
 
Go with us God, 
into the future you have 
for our space… 
for your mission and ministry 
through us… 
 
Free us from our own limited imaginations 
that we might become co-conspirators 
in your creative mind, 
extending through our vision, 
your extravagant welcome for all.  Amen. 
 

Let’s keep this prayer in our hearts and minds for the months ahead. 

Bonnie 

Pastor’s Page 
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Holy Week Opportunities for Worship, Reflection and Celebration 
 

April 14, 9:30 am – Palm Sunday Service – Rebecca Barrett-Fox, Guest Preacher 
Dr. Rebecca Barrett-Fox, Assistant Professor of Sociology at Arkansas State University, and author of 
God Hates: Westboro Baptist Church, American Nationalism, and the Religious Right, will be our guest 
preacher. 

April 14, 3 pm – Palm Sunday Peace Walk will begin at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and 
continue for a mile with several stops ending at Congregation Brit Shalom with a tree planting.  
Speakers at each stop will address areas of division and exclusion. 

April 18, 6:00 pm – Maundy Thursday Love Feast and Communion 
Gather for the opportunity to re-enact the Last Supper of Jesus with his disciples.  The service begins 
in the Fellowship Room and includes a time of self-examination, feet or hand washing, a meal and 
concludes with communion.  Together we will reflect on the meaning of this service, and the final 
days of Jesus’ life.  The Sanctuary Choir will sing. 

Friday, April 19, 12 – 3 pm – Community Good Friday Service 
Grace Lutheran church is hosting the Community Good Friday Service. Meditations will focus on 
“Words from the Cross”, using scripture from the Passion narratives. This year’s offering will go to 
Centre Safe, formerly Women’s Resource Center.  

Friday, April 19, 6 pm – Good Friday Service, Albright-Bethune United Methodist 
Albright-Bethune United Methodist Church, 206 S. Burrowes, is hosting a Good Friday Service 
featuring local clergy sharing thoughts on the “Seven Last Words of Christ.” 

April 21, 9:30 am – Easter Sunday, Alleluia! Christ is risen! - An Idle Tale, Luke 24:1-12 
Easter Sunday marks the close of the sermon series on the Heart of Christianity. The women who find 
the tomb empty are accused by the disciples of sharing an idle tale, that is until they see for themselves.  
In many ways being a Christian is just like that, needing to ‘see’ for yourself - needing to experience 
the stories, the practices, and the way of Jesus as the way for you to connect with God.  Is it just an 
idle tale, or a way of new life and transformation for you?   The Sanctuary Choir will sing. 

 



 

 4 

April  2019 
 

 

 

UBBC News  

Love Feast 
by Marjie Nye 

Every year on Maundy Thursday 
(the Thursday before Easter) our 
church celebrates Love Feast, a 
special Church of the Brethren 
tradition. Since many of our 
members don’t come from a Church 
of the Brethren background, we 
thought we would share a little bit 
about this special ordinance. 
(Ordinances are practices that are 
considered instructions from God.) 

On the night before he died, Jesus shared a last, loving meal with his disciples. He washed the 
disciples’ feet, ate supper with them, and offered them the symbolic bread and cup.  

During Love Feast, we repeat these simple meaningful acts. People who would like to participate take 
turns lovingly washing each other’s feet or hands; however, those who don’t feel comfortable may 
quietly observe.  

A symbolic, cleansing act, footwashing reminds us that, in God’s sight, everyone needs loving 
attention, and everyone can offer that service to others. First, we humbly accept attention and care 
from the one who washes our feet. Then we in turn wash someone else’s feet. After each act of 
footwashing, the two people embrace and share a simple phrase of blessing. 

By including the service of footwashing in the Love Feast, we imitate Jesus’ actions and honor his 
lesson. No person is greater than another, Jesus taught. Love has no need to prove status or position; 
love simply gives—and keeps on giving. 

After the footwashing, we enjoy a simple meal together of gluten-free, vegan soup and fruit and 
celebrate communion.  

For many who attend, this is their favorite service of the year. The simple acts of service and fellowship 
are powerful reminders of what the earliest Christians called agape: the outflowing love that seeks not 
to receive but to give. People leave the service united in dedication to Christ and to each other.  

We invite those who have never attended a Love Feast, including church youth, to come and 
experience the loving fellowship of this special Church of the Brethren ordinance.  

The service is Thursday, April 18 at 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall. 

------------ 

 (some text is excerpted from the “There am I in the Midst of Them: Ordinances of the Church of the 
Brethren” pamphlet) 
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Children’s Worship During 
Lent   

 We will have Children’s Worship during Lent.  
The theme is Kids As Peacemakers.  All children in 
preschool through 5th grade are welcome to join 

us after Children’s Time each Sunday in the 
Fellowship Hall from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. 

 

Adult Forum 
 

April 7 - Lenten Series 
  Facilitated by Ken Kline Smeltzer 

 The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a 
Life of Faith  

by Marcus J. Borg 
 

April 14  
UBBC Spring Business Meeting 

(No Adult Forum) 
 

April 21 
Easter (No Adult Forum) 

 
April 28 

TBA 

Easter Egg 
Hunt & 

Scavenger 
Hunt 

The Board of Christian Education is sponsoring 
an Easter Egg Hunt for younger children and a 
Scavenger Hunt for older children and youth on 
Easter Sunday, April 21st at 11:00 am. Meet in 
the Lobby near the kitchen. All are welcome to 
participate or to help our youngest members.  If 
you are participating, please bring a basket or 
bag for the eggs. 

 

Christian Education 

 

Generation to Generation Outings  
Palm Sunday Peace Walk 

Sunday, April 14th at 3 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the 4th Annual 
Palm Sunday Peace Walk. This year 

the walk will start at 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church  

250 E. College Avenue. 
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Mission of the Month 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
by Dick Jones 

 
At UBBC, we have a broad vision of the meaning of mission.  We help 
individuals and organizations through monetary contributions.  We 
share our properties and space with organizations whose goals are 
similar to ours.  But we also carry out our mission by volunteering and 
working with groups committed to a sustainable and just world. 
             
UBBC has supported Citizens’ Climate Lobby by hosting a community-
wide event featuring nationally known Christian climate activist 
Katharine Hayhoe, by writing letters to Congress, and, most importantly, with its official endorsement of a 
first-step solution to climate change that protects the vulnerable in our society. 
  
That first step is H.R. 763, the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act that was introduced in the U.S. 
House of Representatives in January 2019.  This act will, if enacted, place a fee of $15 per ton on carbon to be 
collected by the Treasury Department at the first point of sale: the coal mine, the oil refinery, the gas well. 
The fee rises by $10 per ton per year. But the government does not keep the money. The funds collected 
would be distributed to each U.S. household in equal monthly per person dividends.   
 

This will drive down carbon pollution because the powerful price mechanism will guide energy companies, 
industries and consumers to move toward cleaner, cheaper options.  This legislation is effective, it’s good for 
people, good for the economy, bipartisan and revenue-neutral. 
  

Passage of the act would reduce America’s carbon emissions by at least 40 percent within 12 years. It would 
improve health and save lives by reducing the pollution that Americans breathe. The bill would put money 
directly into people’s pockets every month to spend as they see fit, helping low-and middle-income 
Americans.  And economic modeling studies indicate it would create 2.1 million jobs over the next ten years 
thanks to growth in the clean energy economy.  
  

Beyond this legislative initiative, what is Citizens’ Climate Lobby?  It is a body of 528 chapters of more than 
124,000 people worldwide, all but the tiniest handful of them unpaid volunteers in their communities.  CCL 
is a non-profit, nonpartisan grassroots advocacy organization focused on policies to address climate change.  
Our consistently respectful nonpartisan approach to climate education is designed to create a broad, 
sustainable foundation for climate action.  By building on shared values rather than partisan divides we work 
toward adoption of fair, effective and sustainable climate change solutions. 
  
During the month of April we celebrate Easter (April 21) and Earth Day (April 22).  It is a perfect time for a 
renewal of our commitment to preserve God’s creation.  Check out the Mission of the Month bulletin board 
in the Fellowship Hall for more information about CCL, including ways to get involved.  During April coffee 
hours you can write to Congress in support of climate action.  You can learn more about climate change 
solutions by attending a CCL presentation by two Penn State environmental economists, Dr. Seth Blumsack 
and Dr. Joel Landry.  “Climate Change:  the Benefits of Doing Something versus the Cost of Doing 
Nothing” will be held on Sunday, April 7 at 3 pm at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 208 West Foster Ave. 
  
In speaking of our congregation’s endorsement of CCL’s legislative proposal, Pastor Bonnie noted, “As 
Christians and people of faith, UBBC believes it has an important role in caring for Creation.  This action is a 
significant way for our congregation to make a public witness of our commitment and invite others to join 
us.” 
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Beating Guns Tour 
April 17, 2019 – 6 - 8 p.m. 

The Makery, W. Calder Way 
 

Join Shane Claiborne and Michael Martin to discuss what America 
could look like if we beat the guns in our streets and addressed the 

triggers in our hearts. This event will feature the forging of a gun into 
a garden tool and music by local artists. Join the journey to end gun 
voilence, to see how we can change our culture and do something 
about the massive toll that gun violence takes on our country.  The 

event is free for Penn State Students and community members. 
Please register in advance at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beating-

guns-tour-state-college-pa-tickets-55057416214 

LGBTQA Upcoming Events 

• LGBTQ+ Support Group meets the First Thursday of every month. 
Municipal Building, 243 S. Allen. Room 241 

• Parents of LGBTQ Kids meets every third Tuesday of every month. 
Municipal Building, 243 S. Allen St. Room 112 

• Gayla (Annual Fundraiser Party) Saturday, April 27, 7 – 11 p.m. 
The Lodge at Tussey Mountain. For more information, please email 
info@centrelgbtqa.org.  

“PackHOPE Experience” 
Refugee Food Packing Project 

April 28, 2019   
Calvary Church, 150 Harvest Fields Dr., Boalsburg  

 
Enough food exists to feed the world’s 7 billion people, but every night one of nine people go to bed 
hungry.  You can make a difference! 
 
Join the food packing event on April 28th at Calvary Harvest Fields in Boalsburg and help pack 150,000 
meals and 22,500 seed envelopes for Middle Eastern refugees. 
 
Training is provided at the start of the food pack sessions on April 28th.  Choose one, two, or three 
sessions to volunteer at. 

• Sunday, April 28, 8:30–11:00 a.m. 
• Sunday, April 28, 12:30–3:00 p.m. 
• Sunday, April 28, 4:00–6:30 p.m. 

 

For more information and to volunteer, please visist https://packhopecentrecounty.com/ or email: 
info@packhopecentrecounty.com 



 

 

  
University Baptist & Brethren Church 
411 S. Burrowes St. 
State College, PA 16801 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 
Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

State College, PA 16801 
Permit No. 121 

UBBC Staff: 

• Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, Pastor 
• Karen Duclos Moser, Director of Christian Ed 
• Christopher Kiver, Director of Music 

 

Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered 
to all and meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we 
embrace persons of every age, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity and expression, ethnic and religious 
background, and economic means as vital and integral 

members of God’s family.  We welcome EVERYONE to 
participate in all aspects of the worship, membership and 

life of our church. 
 

Our Mission… 
Woven Together in love, 

We seek like Jesus 
To serve God’s world, 

Justly, 
Simply, 

Compassionately 

• Phil Jones, Property Manager 
• Leona Foore, Organist 
• Alysia Hockenberry, Administrative Assistant 

 


